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In Chap 14, Paul talked about the weak in faith and in verse one of Chap 15, he still talks about the weak in faith. The first seven verses of this chapter seem to be a continuation of the thought found in Chapter 14; however, the remaining verses are a contrast between the earthly ministries of Jesus and Paul. Ro 15:1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Ro 15:2  Let every one of us please his neighbor for his good to edification. Sometimes it costs us personally in order to contribute to the edification of another brother. Then Ro 15:3 For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me. Jesus was so zealous or eager to help other people, even at the expense of Himself. This same quality is to prevail in our lives. The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me means all of the sin of humanity was laid upon Christ. The thing to notice is that Jesus was not pleasing Himself. He wasn’t making it light on Himself. Maybe there are those times in our life, in order to help someone else, to contribute to their edification, and to their spiritual well-being, we might find that it creates a burden for ourselves. The reproaches that Christ took on were the sin of the people. 

Christ carries our weaknesses and God patiently bears our faults. Therefore we carry those weak in faith. We don’t take on anyone’s sin but we may have to lose our reputation in order to be identified with them. Just like Christ who was called a wine bibber and such because He associated with that kind of a person. It seems that we could all get along with each other much better if we were more like each other. It's our differences that account for our disagreements. We were all raised differently. We have different ideas, different opinions, different perspectives, and different values. And most of us are convinced that our way of looking at things is the right way. So when some folks encounter people who don't agree with them, many try to convert them to their way of thinking. That usually results in conflict. God made us to be different. He wants it that way. He has always wanted it that way. You would think that if anybody could have agreed with each other it would have been the believers in the early church. They were only a few years removed from the personal presence of Jesus Christ on earth. They were ministered to by the apostles themselves, men with divine authority who had been with Jesus. 

But if there is one thing that leaps off the pages of the New Testament, it is that the people in the early church had differences, and their differences often led to conflict. The church at Rome was no exception. There was both a strong Jewish and a strong Gentile influence in the church. Before they came to know Christ, they didn't like each other at all. In fact, Jews and Gentiles wouldn't even talk to each other. And even after they came to know Christ, their different ways of looking at things brought them into conflict, particularly in dietary matters as we have seen in our previous study. Paul devotes four chapters to helping them learn to get along with one another and live with each other in love. It's been the major theme from chapter 12 on. Two of these chapters deal primarily with those dietary differences. Ro 15:4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning. We can put this in the context of Christ and our bearing the reproach of someone else. The scriptures tell us that we follow the same path as the Lord Jesus. The scriptures afore time are the Old Testament scriptures which are there to encourage us and they let us know we are on the right path. We receive our comfort from Ro 15:4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.
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It is the scriptures that become a comfort and hope to us, because sometimes it is difficult to bear the criticism of someone else. These next three verses seem to go hand in hand. They are: Ro 15:5 Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus: Ro 15:13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. Ro 15:33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. With these titles Paul speaks of the Godhead. The God of patience and consolation; the God of Hope; the God of peace. Paul is still trying to get the people to identify with others, not to be so separated from other people. When we identify with other people and when we bear their burden even at the expense of ourselves than the God of patience and consolation is going to be right there with us and then Paul says: grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus: likeminded with Christ means this is exactly what Jesus did. He identified with us. He identified Himself with sinners. This does not mean we identify with people’s sin or error taught. An identity in Christ acknowledges that your standing with God is not based on your performance or achievements, but on His grace and the sacrifice of Jesus. 

It means accepting God's love and forgiveness and living a life that reflects His character. Christ identified with us by taking our sin, guilt and shame on the cross: now we need to identify with him in his death and resurrection. We identify with His death, by believing that we have died to our sin and shame. This means we no longer accept the guilt or accusation for the wrong things we have done. Ro 15:6 That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Ro 15:7 Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God. Note Jesus came to minister to us. Joh 1:11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. Jesus has received us, should we not receive others that need our help. Now there are some people that do not want to be helped and if that is the case there is nothing, we can do for them. Jesus could not help those that did not want His help and so likewise with us. But there are those that need a friend and someone to help them and we must be willing to fulfill that role in their lives. Starting in v8, it seems that Paul starts a little different message. V1-7 go with Chapter 14 because Paul is talking about exactly the same thing. 

V8 Paul talks about Jesus’ ministry to the Jews or the circumcision. Then Paul points out that his ministry is to the uncircumcision or the Gentiles. Ro 15:8 Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers: 9 And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. Jesus’ primary ministry was to the Jew, but He did not completely ignore the Gentile. Paul’s ministry was primarily to the Gentiles. So that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy and His grace. There is only one way to approach God and that is according to His mercy and His grace. As it is written, For this cause I will confess to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. Paul quoted the Old Testament to make his point that the Gentile was always in the plan of God. The Gentile was not an afterthought by God, He was always included in the plan of God. God always had an order and that order is to the Jew first and then to the Gentile. Paul here quotes from Ps 18:49 Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O LORD, among the heathen, and sing praises unto thy name. 
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The responsibility and the ministry of the Jew was always to minister unto the Gentile and they will fulfill that ministry in the Millenium. Ro 15:10 And again he saith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people. This is a reference to Song of Moses in De 32:43 Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: for he will avenge the blood of his servants, and will render vengeance to his adversaries, and will be merciful unto his land, and to his people. Rejoice you Gentiles means that the Gentile is to be brought in right along with the Jew. Ro 15:11 And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, all ye people. This is taken from Ps 117:1 O praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people. All Ye people here being the Jews. Ro 15:12 And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; in him shall the Gentiles trust. This comes from Isa 11:10 It says it this way. And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious. All along, the Gentile was in the plan of God. There shall be a root of Jesse. The root is that which comes before Jesse and Jesse was the father of David. 

So Christ was around even before Jesse was. Jesus is the root of Jesse. Jesus was both Lord and master as well as servant and when He told the Jews that, they could not grasp it. We have begun to trust God as the Gentiles but in the millennium, there will be massive Gentile nations that will come to trust the Lord. What was the hidden purpose of God that was brought to light in this age? Eph 3:6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: Jews and Gentiles share equally in Christ. This verse is like a great banqueting table that has been set by the Lord Jesus whereby we can come and eat. It is as if Jesus says have you eaten this over here. But some people want to ask Him instead, where did you get the fish? We can partake of the promise in Christ by the gospel. But then notice Eph 3:10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God. We in the church get it by the gospel. The principalities and powers in heavenly places get it from the us in the Church. They get it from watching us. We are being watched by all the principalities and powers in heavenly places. What is the intent of God that Paul says in Eph 3:10? 

It is to take the weakest, violist, full of vulgar, man, that will come to Christ and put him on a throne through the gospel. What a manifold wisdom of God. And we are on display for all the universe to see. The was one of the purposes of God, it was in the Church. Ro 15:13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. Compare this with Tit 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ; Christ is actually the object of our hope. He is the one who gives us hope and it is just not a hope of the coming of the Lord, but all hope that we have is in Christ Jesus. Everything that God has given to us is in Christ. Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing. Notice this, the more that we believe in Christ and the more that we believe the God of hope. Then the greater the joy and peace that we are going to have in our lives. Notice: that you may abound in hope. This joy and peace in believing also brings us to that wonderful hope that there is in Christ. The more of the scriptures that we read, the more that we take into our being, the more hope that we have in all areas of our lives. So you may abound in hope and notice that is through the power of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who gives us understanding of these marvelous truths, and it is the Holy Spirit who quickens them to our understanding, and makes this hope in our lives real. 
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God of hope fill you with all joy and peace. That word fill means fill to the brim in every particular way. It means to take possession of and ultimate control. The idea is that what fills a person, exercises control over the person’s, attitude and actions. So we fill ourselves with the word of God and we will rightly act even to each other. Ro 15:14 And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. Notice the order of the sequence of events in this verse. I am persuaded of you that you are full of goodness. The only source of goodness is God and His word. So fill yourself with His word. It doesn’t come from anywhere else. This goodness came from the relationship that these people had with God and what He had implanted within their heart. Then we read you are filled with all knowledge. This doesn’t mean that they knew it all. We must be filled with knowledge in order to be able to admonish one another. As we are filled with the knowledge of God, we are able also to admonish and encourage and build up one another. Ro 15:15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God. 

The grace that he is talking about here is the ability and the opportunity to minister unto the Gentiles. Paul knew from early on in his ministry that this is what God had chosen him for. He was a chosen vessel unto the Gentiles. Paul received this grace from God in order that he might fulfill that ministry. Paul says, he wrote it in some sort. Paul had touched upon several things even those things in mysteries. He uncovered many things that were concealed things of the word of God. While revealing in part some things, yet he covered up the greater part of these things, so he says, I have written to you  rather boldly in part, as one who is reminding you through the grace that has been given to me. Do you hear the Apostle Paul as he says, “I have written in part”? Paul who hands down these things to us has handed them down in part. We can never become so puffed up, as if we know everything. Paul himself, claims to write in part and to know in part. Personally, I think that even though Paul himself may confess to know in part, nevertheless he knew more, even far more than he wrote. Paul knew many things yet he would not dare to publish many things, he claims that there was a boldness in him so that at least he would commit some things to writing. 

Ro 15:16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.
Paul received this grace from God in order that he might fulfill that ministry. If you remember that the Gentiles were despised of the Jews, so it took the grace of God for Paul to be able to minister unto the gentiles. This was a powerful message of the Apostle Paul. Paul was not preaching some cause or reform or against something, but he was preaching Christ Himself and that must be our message today. Christ is the message of the entire scriptures. We preach Christ and we lift up Christ! Jesus Christ is who we want to win. There is nothing else! This word minister is to minister as a priest and that is exactly what Paul was. He was a spiritual priest in ministering unto us gentiles, the gospel of the good tidings or the glad tidings of God. The glad tidings is that Jesus Christ, through his life, death, and resurrection, offers humanity a path to salvation and reconciliation with God. The glad tidings are not just a general message for all, but are meant to be received and embraced individually, bringing personal hope and joy to those who believe. The glad tidings are all wrapped up in this Gospel that we hold so dear to us. It is the word of God. 
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The offering up of the gentiles is not offering up in sacrifice, the way that the Jew would have liked, but the offering up as an offering to God for good. That which is going to be beneficial to Him. It is what will be a blessing to God. So Paul did that through the Gospel. Paul says that this grace was given to him for this reason: “that I might be the minister of Christ Jesus among the Gentiles. He adds, “in order that the offering of the Gentiles may become accepted, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.” Just as when the high priests were offering sacrifices in the Old Testament, it was necessary for them to make sure that there was no blemish on the sacrificial animal, nothing blameworthy, no fault, so that it could be accepted and pleasing to God. So also, he who sacrifices the Gospel and proclaims the Word of God ought to take care in every way that there would be no blemish in his preaching. It must not be littered with error. The truth is pure. He wanted no fault in his teaching, no blame in his instruction. He wanted his teaching to be by the example of his life, that he might make the salvation of his disciples his own offering accepted by God. He says, sanctified, by the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is the fountain of sanctification an offering of the Gentiles. Ro 15:17 I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God. Paul realizes here that it was God’s idea; it was not something that originated from Paul. Paul’s boast was in Lord Jesus Christ. This was by God’s design. Paul’s life was a small picture of what the ministry of the nation Israel will be during the millennium. Paul’s ministry was to the Gentiles. Israel will one day glory in Christ rather than in the law. The Jew always gloried in God but they never gloried in Christ and this must absolutely change and it will. To boast without Christ is to glory before God without righteousness, without wisdom, and without truth. Ps 34:2 My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.

They will one day glory in Christ. Ro 15:18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed. A practical knowledge of Paul’s gospel will cause us to become obedient to God’s ways. Paul’s message in Ac 15:12 is very applicable here. Ac 15:12 Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them. Paul said, for I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me. Paul did not make up some fantastic stories just to get my message across. These are things that God actually did. He showed forth those mighty works in the Gentiles just as He had in the Jew. In other words, it is best that we stick to the word of God.
Paul is declaring that the only things he will speak about are the powerful and transformative works that Christ has accomplished through him, leading the Gentiles to faith and obedience through his preaching and actions, all with the goal of giving glory to God. This can never ever happen if error is preached. Error falls to the ground and it never will build any saint up!

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Paul taught that Christians must be discerning and grounded in the truth of God’s Word to recognize and resist the harmful effects of false teaching. Get this, in order to even discern or recognize error and false teaching, we must be grounded in truth. He also highlighted the responsibility of church leaders to protect the flock from spiritual harm by upholding and teaching sound doctrine. Refer to Ac 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 
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Then in Tit 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. There are so many scriptures that Paul warns us of preaching sound doctrine. Tit 2:1 But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine: In 2 Timothy 4:3-4, Paul warns Timothy that the time will come when people will not tolerate or put up with sound doctrine. Instead, driven by their own desires and a craving for messages that soothe their itching ears, they will gather a multitude of teachers who tell them what they want to hear. This ultimately leads them to turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths and man-made fictions. 2Ti 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
Paul suggests that the rejection of sound doctrine results in: A loss of discerning ability and an exposure to false teachings and fables. A preference for satisfying personal desires over biblical truth, leading to an embrace of teachings that are comforting but ultimately deceptive. In these last days there is a rise of teachers who prioritize pleasing their audience over upholding the truth of the Gospel.

Ro 15:19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. Ro 15:20 Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man's foundation: Where Christ was named means that he went to these far-off Gentile lands where Christ’s name was not known. He went to Rome and Corinth and Galatia to the Gentiles not Jews. Sometimes it is easier to teach people truth when they haven’t heard anything because they don’t have to unlearn error. So Paul found with the Gentile that he didn’t have to tear anything down. When Paul taught the Galatians, the Judaizers came down and were contradicting everything. Paul had a terrible time tearing down the errors and the walls that they were building up. But Paul here went out to the Gentiles whereby Christ name was not so much named among them. Ro 15:21 But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: and they that have not heard shall understand. This is taken from Isa 52:15 So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider. 

He was speaking about the Gentiles and the Gentiles that have not heard shall understand. Ro 15:22 For which cause also I have been much hindered from coming to you. Because he had been out preaching this message to others. This wasn’t because Satan hindered him, but he was ministering in other churches and building the foundation of the church. Ro 15:23 But now having no more place in these parts, and having a great desire these many years to come unto you; Paul felt that the places that he had been ministering had run dry and he had accomplished what he had set out to do and what God wanted him to accomplish. For years Paul desired to come to them and we don’t know how many years that was. He says no more place in these parts that remains for him that is unfilled with the declaration of Christ. He indicates that the time has now arrived when he ought to fulfill his own desire to see those who are in Rome. After visiting Rome, Paul was going to Spain. Ro 15:24 Whensoever I take my journey into Spain, I will come to you: for I trust to see you in my journey, and to be brought on my way thitherward by you, if first I be somewhat filled with your company. 
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This is the closest that we ever get to seeing Paul ask for any kind of assistance saying that they could contribute to this missionary journey that Paul was taking. Paul did not beg for funds. But the first thing he want was that “I be somewhat filled with your company.” He put the fellowship with the saints ahead of the offering that he might receive. That is not the case today, in many churches they just want money. Ro 15:25 But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. Paul was bringing an offering to the poor Jews at Jerusalem. If you remember these people had all things common right after the day of Pentecost. They sold all that they had and I am sure God did that for a reason. They were free to go where they wanted but many remained in Jerusalem and these were these poor Jews. Paul took up an offering for them. Ro 15:26 For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem. Paul puts the Macedonia saints first because they really gave and gave even out of their poverty. Unlike the Corinthian saints who were very rich and did not give like the Macedonians or the Achaia saints. 

Ro 15:27 It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things. Every Gentile is in debt to the Jew because of the rejection of the Jew that the Gospel is now come unto the Gentiles. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things. As a Gentile we must realize that we have this marvelous blessing and marvelous spiritual riches that God has given. Ro 15:28 When therefore I have performed this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I will come by you into Spain. 
When Paul had taken that offering up to Jerusalem, it must have been a large sum of money. Ro 15:29 And I am sure that, when I come unto you, I shall come in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. Compare this with Ro 1:11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established;  Paul was not going to come empty handed, but he was going to come full of the Gospel there at Rome. Paul was not going to them to extract something but to impart something to them. 

Ro 15:30 Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me; Notice it wasn’t for Paul’s sake, but for the Lord Jesus Christ’s sake. Paul did not have an ego, or anything like that. For the love of the Spirit means it was in Paul. Paul is asking them to earnestly pray for him. That word strive means to struggle in company with. It means to be a partner. There were these prayer requests of Paul. Prayer #1 that I may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judaea. There were those that were always trying to tear down the gospel. #2, that my service which I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints. Paul wanted prayer that these poor Jews at Jerusalem would accept this money. There are those today that are real needy and they absolutely turn it down because of their pride. Then #3 prayer is that I may come unto you with joy by the will of God. Paul wanted to come with joy, but also by the will of God. Then #4 and may with you be refreshed. I want you to pray that we will have a profitable and an edifying time. It is not a time to just go through the motions, but to really ask God to pour out His Holy Spirit that we might have a time of real refreshing and edification. Ro 15:31 that I may be delivered from them that do not believe in Judaea; and that my service which I have for Jerusalem may be accepted of the saints; 32 That I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, and may with you be refreshed. 
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Notice that the entire Trinity in Chapter 15. Ro 15:5 Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus: That is the Father. Ro 15:13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. The God of hope refers to Christ because all hope is in Christ. Ro 15:33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. The God of peace is the power of the Holy Ghost. The entire Trinity is called to minister with one another to bring about the complete ministry to God’s people. What is there for us to discern in these things of Chapter 15? Everyone who is spiritual, or whoever serves God in Spirit and lives not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit, he  is in Jerusalem so to speak. That is, we dwell in the place of peace and stand in the Vision of Peace. Jerusalem means double peace. This poor man always dwells in double peace possessing spiritual riches. His gold is wisdom and his silver is words of knowledge. His clothing is Christ; his banquets and riches are the table of wisdom, and his  abundant food is the Word of God. We drink the wine of gladness, which wisdom has mixed.
We eat solid food from the sacrificial Gospel of Christ, even the Word that was made flesh. 

These are the spiritual riches that the we share while we are still here on this earth. We have learned much from the Apostle Paul through our studies in Acts and in this study in Romans. Paul suffered many things in order for us to win Christ. One of his desires is: Col 1:28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: The driving force behind all he did, wrote and taught, and the way he lived, was this single-minded ambition to make Jesus Christ known to us. If Paul hadn't preached Christ, he viewed himself as a castaway or disqualified from God’s service, potentially leading to a life of regret and spiritual emptiness. Paul's primary motivation was to please God, not to gain human approval. Therefore we see in Paul at his last in: 2Ti 4:6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 

It is not some trophy that we see little league children when everyone gets a trophy just for participating in the sport. This crown for Paul symbolizes the eternal prize and divine recognition for a life lived faithfully in anticipation of Christ’s return. It's not just for Paul, but for all who share his longing for Jesus’s second coming. Further, the crown of righteousness is a symbol of the reward God gives to those who live holy lives. It is not like candy thrown out to everyone in a parade. We cannot cheapen this crown that way. The reward is not earned through works but is given to those who have a deep and abiding love for Jesus. At the time that the Apostle Paul wrote 2Timothy, he was imprisoned in Rome, awaiting the moment of his own execution, which would be death by decapitation. But his final words in 2Timothy 4:8, Paul wasn’t focused on his own death. He looked beyond that event to that glorious moment when Jesus would personally step forward to give him a “crown of righteousness” as a reward for his faithful service. We must stand for the truth that the Apostle Paul taught us. Paul was still in his race when he wrote 2Timothy 4:8. But rather than focus on his execution by decapitation, Paul chose instead to focus on the crown of righteousness that the Lord would soon be placing upon his brow. We don’t have that crown yet but we are standing for truth and if we do then one day that crown will be placed on our head.
