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In this chapter Paul confirms the moral man who is facing the same conviction of guilt as the immoral man of Chap 1.The moral man without Christ will end up in hell just like the immoral man. The moral man in Paul’s day was the self-righteous pharisaical Jew. The Pharisees and the Sadducees were groups of leaders within the Jewish community during the time Jesus was upon this earth. They were a religious body. The Pharisees were focused on keeping and enforcing the Mosaic law. The Sadducees were interested in politics. A Pharisaical Jew took it upon himself to police the actions of others, judging them by the Mosaic law. Many of the Jews at this time were beginning to take on the Greek language and Greek customs which the self-righteous Pharisaical Jew was completely against. The moral man without Christ will end up in hell just like the immoral man. Ro 2:1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. Note they do the same things which is the same as sin. We must measure according to God’s truth. This reminds me of the devil like a hornet buzzing around looking for any opening at every brick to come in. Each one does different things. 

Paul is talking about the self-righteous Pharisaical Jew. This word judgest means to try or decide or to punish. It indicates condemnation. The Pharisaical Jew had a profession of righteousness and he is inexcusable. The Jew was judging everyone else. Man is not the Judge. All judgment is given to Jesus Christ Joh 5:22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: This Pharisaical Jew looked on all this outward appearance, but he did not realize that he was doing the same thing inwardly and God looks on the heart. So, if it is done on the inside no matter if a man manifests or not, then to God it is exactly the same. Ro 2:2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such things. This means that God is going to judge according to His standard of truth and not the opinions of men. In our country today men think if they can get enough people to agree that it is right than that makes it right and it is not. We must measure according to God’s truth. Ro 2:3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? Will God just let it slide? No! Ro 2:4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

It is the moral man that despises the riches of God’s goodness which means, they despise the grace of God. It was the rich young ruler that came to Jesus. He had all of this wealth and not just material riches, but he was so rich in himself, that Jesus said how hard is it for a rich man to enter into the house of God. He despised the riches of God. Compare Mt 9:13 But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. V4 despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering. These are the descriptions of Divine grace not knowing that the goodness (or the grace) of God leadeth thee to repentance? It is grace and not law that leads men to repentance. Ro 2:5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; V4 and 5 are characteristics of Christ rejecters. If they persist with their rejection, there will come a day when God will no longer deal with them. In Exodus Pharaoh hardened his heart. 
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Paul singled out an individual who had condemned others for transgressions, in which he himself indulged. This man thought he owned so much spiritual light that he knew right from wrong, and he diligently used his knowledge to judge others, condemning them for their transgressions. As for himself, he preferred the shade, where no fierce light might beat on his own conscience and disturb his unholy peace. His judgment spared any pain of dealing with his home offenses but he was set to work upon the faults of others. He had a candle, but he did not place it on the table to light his own room; he held it out at the front door to inspect his neighbors who passed by. Paul looks this man in the face and says, therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whoever thou art, that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things: And then he pointedly says to him: Thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? Paul aimed that piercing arrow and it hits the center of the target and strikes all mankind. Some men think all men are guilty but themselves.

He did these same things mentioned here in v4 and 5. This is the judgment of  God in Ro 2:6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds: Some people jump on this and say you see you have to work to be saved, but that is not what God is saying at all. If there are degrees of glory in heaven, will there be also degrees of punishment in hell? None of the degrees of punishment will be any good. The truth is God’s standard as set forth by the Word of God. Our deeds are measured against that standard as to whether we have believed the scriptures or not. It is the moral man that despises the riches of God’s goodness which means, they despise the grace of God. It is grace and not law that leads men to repentance. Ro 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life: (v7 is what all men want, however men are going about getting it in the wrong way. If men by their efforts do all of these deeds, God would reward them with glory and honor and immortality and eternal life). 8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile. 

But we believers can expect Glory, honor, and peace. Ro 2:10 But glory, honor, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile: They will get justice; even as the contentious, disobedient, and rebellious will get what is coming to them. God’s holy throne demands it. He is not partial. Jew and Gentile, moral and immoral, will be judged for not believing on Jesus Christ. So, how is it that we please God. We walk by faith.  Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. It is as we walk in the spirit. Ga 5:16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. Ga 5:25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Ro 2:11 For there is no respect of persons with God. To the sinner there is no respect, but respect is to the saved ones. 12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; 13 (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified. 14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: We Gentiles never were given the law. Note that Romans 2:5 goes on to state these very Gentiles as well show the work of the Law written on their hearts. 
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Ro 2:5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; We Gentiles have the moral law. The fact that the Gentiles are a law unto themselves shows that God gave us the equivalent, so to speak, of what He gave the Jews. It is namely, a standard of right and wrong. It was written in their (Gentiles) hearts. In the case of the Jew, it was written on tables of stone, and afterwards in the Scriptures. The moral law, was not new in the time of the book of Exodus; nor was it something exclusively for Israel, but was a gift for the whole human race. In Ro 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. This is not a contrast between the Law of Moses and the Gospel of Christ. Rather it is a contrast between Law and grace as the principles of two methods of justification, the one false, the other true. The one of human planning, the other of Divine provision. Under Law  means, ruled by Law as a covenant of works. Law and grace here are parallel with the Law of works and the Law of faith. Ro 3:27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. 

By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. Romans 6:14; for ye are not under the law, but under grace was just as true of the Old Testament saints as of New Testament believers. 
Instead, they were under grace in the matter of their justification, just as truly as we are. In our study of Jacob, can you see the grace of God all the way through. Grace as a matter of their justification. They were Justified like we are. They believe on Jesus Christ and they are justified. Just as if I have never sinned. Ps 103:10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. Mic 7:19 He will turn again; he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea. Heb 8:12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. The believer’s sin is gone. We have been justified. Our sin was put upon Christ as He hung upon the cross. He took all our sin down into death with us included and we are now resurrected in newness of life seated together in the heavens with Christ. 

Not under the Law does not mean,  we are not under obligation to obey the precepts of the moral Law; but it means, not keeping the Law in order to be saved. The Apostle Paul states in this verse that Christians are not under the Law, as an actual means of justification or sanctification. The Gospel is designed to enable us to walk in these moral precepts which the Law was unable to do. The Gospel of Grace enables us to Ga 5:16 ….Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. God made us to know morally right from wrong. The Law was inadequate to bring justification and secure the obedience of sinners. It was only by the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ and it included our death, burial and resurrection in Christ, and that is how the Apostle Paul declares us to be free. That is the Grace of God and that is this Gospel of Grace. Paul teaches: Ro 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. One step further in this: The force of Romans 6:14 becomes more apparent. Ro 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 15 What then? Shall we sin, because we are not under the Law, but under grace? God forbid. 
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If we are not under the Law to be justified, then are we to be lawless? The answer is, God forbid. Then, if the moral Law is not a rule of life to believers, are we at liberty to disregard its teaching. The answer again is the Gospel. It is our road map to follow in this life. The moral man by their efforts, think that God would reward them with glory and honor and immortality and eternal life just because they do good deeds, but not true. The law only shines the spotlight on sin. The Apostle Paul boldly declares that, the mere knowledge of the law, cannot take the place of fulfilling the law. Ro 2:14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: The apostle Paul is addressing the concern that Gentiles, lacking the written law of Moses, cannot be judged by it. He confirms that Gentiles are a law to themselves because their natural sense of right and wrong, often called “nature,” guides them in some respects. 15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) Paul emphasizes that the moral law is not merely a set of external rules but is also implanted within the hearts of all people. 

Gentiles cannot claim ignorance, of the moral law written on their hearts. while Gentiles do not have the written law of Moses, but they possess an internal sense of right and wrong. This is evident in our consciences, which holds us accountable for our behavior. This inner moral law, serves as a basis for judgment, even without clear knowledge of the Mosaic law.  Ro 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. This is God's standard by whom all men shall be judged. It is by Paul’s Gospel. It impossible for any of us to tell what it cost the Apostle Paul to write this epistle to the Romans. The picture here is that Paul clings to the gospel with a greater persistence than ever. Why does Paul say secrets of men and not secret? He is talking about are motives. What is our motive? Is our motive for us or Christ’s glory. Is it for the glory of God or for the glory of man.  An example of this is Mother Teresa, she did it for her glory. Paul does not speak of it as the Gospel, but as my Gospel. God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my Gospel. I think he felt he could not live with such a depraved people without holding the Gospel with both hands, and grasping it as his very own. My Gospel! 

It was not that Paul was the author of it, but the Holy Spirit gave this to him. Or it wasn’t that Paul had an exclusive monopoly of its blessings. But that he had received it from Christ Himself, and regarded himself responsibly put in trust with the Gospel. He had taken the Gospel into himself so much that he had to call it my Gospel. In another place he speaks of our Gospel. This shows how believers identify themselves with the truth which they preach. He had a Gospel, the truth, and he believed in it beyond all doubt. My gospel shows the voice of faith, which seems to say, though others reject it, I am sure of it, and allow no shade of mistrust to darken my mind. To me it is glad tidings of great joy: I cry out, it is my Gospel. If I be called a fool for holding on to it, I am content to be a fool, and to find all my wisdom in my Lord. This is my Gospel! I bind this Gospel to my heart. My Gospel is the voice of love! My Gospel is the only love of my soul! Paul had suffered the loss of all things, and did count them but dung for the sake of which he was willing to stand before Nero, and proclaim, even in Caesar’s palace, the message from heaven. Though each word should cost him his life, he was willing to die a thousand deaths for this holy cause. My Gospel, shows his courage. 

Page 5
As much as to say, I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth. He says, my Gospel, as a soldier speaks of my colors, or of  my king. Paul bears this banner to victory, and to serve this royal truth even to the death. My Gospel! Paul with great confidence states, though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let me be accused. The Apostle Paul was of a gentle spirit; he prayed heartily for the Jews who persecuted him, and yielded his life for the conversion of the Gentiles who maltreated him; but he had no tolerance for false gospellers. He showed great range of mind, and to save souls he became all things to all men. But when there was an corruption of the gospel of Christ, he thundered without measure. When something else sprang up among the philosophers, or among the Judaizers, that should be contrary to the glorious Sun of Righteousness, Jesus Christ, he cried against such a darkened influence, Let him be accursed. Every heart that would see men blessed say an Amen to the Paul’s curse. No greater curse can come upon mankind than the corruption of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Paul knew that this chapter would be read, not in his age alone, but in all ages, and that it would go into the households of the most pure and godly as long as the world should stand; and yet he deliberately wrote it, and wrote it under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Paul saith of himself and his true brethren, We are not as many, which corrupt the word of God; and he cries to those who turned aside from the one and only Gospel. There are12 things that the Jew did. The Jew was violating these 12 things in his heart before God which was a self-exalted position. Ro 2:17 Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God,  18 And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being instructed out of the law; 19 And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the  blind, a light of them which are in darkness,  20 An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of  babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of the truth in the law. 21 Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? 

Thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal? Paul says, the Jew only looked on the outward appearance. They were just as guilty as the man that would go out and steal from his neighbor. Mal 3:8 Israel robbed God over and over as they stole His glory. Ro 2:22 Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege? Israel committed adultery against God. This means they took another head outside of God. Religious organizations are doing the same thing today. They are robbing Christ of His place of headship of the church.  Thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege? Compare 1Sam 15:23 rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft. Those that are rebellious toward God, He says it is as idolatry. 1Sa 15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king. Ro 2:24 For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written. God’s name was blasphemed among the Gentiles because of the Jews’ unfaithfulness. Ro 2:23 Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God? There is no love for and it dishonors God. Their claim robs God of His goodness and grace.
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V24 Our walk must measure up to our words, what do those around us do? Blasphemy God! 24 For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written. Compare this with Isa 52:5 Now therefore, what have I here, saith the LORD, that my people is taken away for nought? They that rule over them make them to howl, saith the LORD; and my name continually every day is blasphemed. In other words, the Jews are giving a bad name among the Gentiles. Don’t we hear that today when Christians do not let Christ rule in their lives; when Christians are so self-righteous and often times vindictive and judgmental. People say if that’s the way a Christian acts then I don’t want to be one. They are doing the same thing that Israel did and it is because of that self-righteous heart attitude. It is wrong and it gives the wrong impression of God and His amazing grace. Ro 2:25 For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law:(the only way that circumcision profits is if we keep the law.  Saul of Tarsus was the closest man to keeping the law but he concluded that he was the chief of sinners) but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision. By the deeds of the flesh shall no flesh be justified. It is impossible for the flesh to keep the law. The righteousness which the law demands is fulfilled in us, but we are not under the law and we are not to put ourselves in keeping the law. But if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision. 

James tells us that we can’t just pick which part of the law we want to keep. If you neglect one little part of the law you have broken the whole thing. It is like a chain, if you break one link it is no longer a complete chain and that is the way with the law. Ro 2:26 Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, shall not his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision? If the Gentile keeps the righteousness of the law and do you know he can only keep it through Christ. The righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us by the power of the Holy Ghost. Romans 8. Ro 2:27 And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil the law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress the law? The gentile who is saved and believes in Christ and is made righteous will judge the unrighteous unregenerate Jew or unsaved person. Ro 2:28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: Neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: when Christians put themselves under the law, the major thing they are talking about is the outward manifestation. They think if they can look good on the outside than that’s all that counts but that’s not true. We must be of those of a circumcised heart who find our righteousness in Christ. When we find our righteousness in Christ, we don’t have to worry about fulfilling the law. 

If we are filled with divine love, we don’t have get up every day trying not to sin to fulfill the law. Divine love motivates us to do that which is right in the sight of the Lord. This new nature can do nothing but good because we have the righteousness of Christ reproduced in our life. We reproduce the life of Christ; we do not imitate it. If Christ is reproduced in me, I am going to automatically do what He would do. It flows as a matter of course because of divine love. The life of Jesus is reproduced in us. God begins His dealings in us in our hearts not in the flesh. 29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; (it is the motivation of the heart not just the outward appearance) and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God. Jesus introduced Paul’s message when he said you look on the outside of the plate and it is clean, but look on the other side. Mt 23:25. Then look at the white sepulcher’s. 
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Mt 23:27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchers, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. You don’t put a new piece of cloth on an old garment. Jesus was introducing the teaching of the two creations right there. Circumcision is that of the heart. God taught this way back in De 5:28 And the LORD heard the voice of your words, when ye spake unto me; and the LORD said unto me, I have heard the voice of the words of this people, which they have spoken unto thee: they have well said all that they have spoken. 29 O that there were such an heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with their children forever! De 10:16 Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked. Circumcision is in spirit and not the letter of the law. And the bottom line, whose praise is not of men, but of God. The law always suggests praise of men. That’s why they love to follow it. But when God plants in the heart and He works in the heart, the praise is always unto God and not unto men. The law always glorifies men. 

Compare with Lu 18:11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. Paul also said in Php 3:4 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: 5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Col 2:11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: Circumcision represents the cutting off of the flesh. It is the motivation of the heart not just the outward appearance. God begins his dealings in us in our hearts not in the flesh. Circumcision is in spirit and not the letter of the law. We must be of those of a circumcised heart who find our righteousness in Christ. A Christian is not one outwardly. Many so often ask, What is faith?  Let us not ask, What is faith? But rather say, What faith is. Faith is the positive appropriation of the Word of God. One definition which has been given of faith is: Simple dependence upon God. 

This is true, and yet such a time-consuming lesson for many of us to learn. Our dependence on God only begins when self- dependence ends. Faith must always be based upon fact. What fact does our faith stand upon? The eternal fact of the redeeming death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Faith, unless established upon Scriptural fact, is no more than speculation or a guess. However, faith which stands on the facts of the Word of God makes it real to our lives. It is things not seen. Faith is not chance. Chance has nothing to do with faith. Faith comes on the scene when that which was possible is long past. What has the Word of God to say in regard to any matter? Impressions or feelings have nothing to do with faith, regardless of how strong or weak. Faith has to do with the Word of God. Impressions or feelings have to do with our present condition. We can trust in, depend on, or have faith in, a person only to the extent that we know Him. So let us, therefore, study the Word of God and learn of Him so that our faith in God might be perfected. This is the practical side of the Gospel. Pursue and be diligent in the Gospel. 2Co 8:7 Therefore, as ye abound in everything, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 2Pe 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; Be diligent in the word of God.
Tonight’s comments
Key Lessons from Romans 2 – The Moral Man
1. Moralism does not equal righteousness
· Being morally upright or religious does not save a person. Without Christ, the moral man is as lost as the immoral man.
2. Judging others while sinning is hypocrisy
· God sees the heart. Those who judge others while doing the same are inexcusable and will face God’s righteous judgment.
3. God’s judgment is based on truth, not appearances
· Man looks on the outside, but God judges according to His truth and the secrets of the heart.
4. Only God's grace leads to repentance
· It is not fear of punishment, but the goodness and patience of God that leads us to true repentance.
5. All people are accountable before God
· Whether under the Law (Jews) or without it (Gentiles), everyone is held accountable by the moral law written on their hearts.
6. God is impartial
· There is no favoritism in God’s judgment. Jew or Gentile, religious or not—all will be judged equally.
7. Faith, not works, is what pleases God
· Good deeds don’t save; only faith in Christ and a life led by the Spirit please God (Hebrews 11:6).
8. Obedience must be inward, not just outward
· True obedience is a matter of the heart. Outward signs like circumcision are meaningless without inward transformation.
9. Religious hypocrisy dishonors God
· When those who claim to follow God live sinfully, they blaspheme His name among unbelievers.
10. Christians are under grace, not the Law
· The Law cannot justify or sanctify; only the Gospel of grace through Christ can produce righteousness and victory over sin.
11. Paul’s boldness: “My Gospel”
· Paul owned the Gospel as his personal mission and stood for it with conviction, even in suffering. His passion reflects the depth of personal identification with the truth.
12. God desires circumcision of the heart
· What matters is not religious formality, but a heart transformed by the Spirit and motivated by divine love.
13. Faith is not a feeling—it’s dependence on God's Word
· Faith must be based on the unchanging truth of Scripture, not on emotions or circumstances.
14. Divine love reproduces the life of Christ in us
· When filled with the Spirit, we live rightly—not by effort or imitation, but by the new nature Christ forms in us.

