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Notice the three things said in (chapters 6 and 7) with the question. Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? We died in the old Adam, and arose in Christ – We are a new creation and we have the New Life of Christ within us. We are not under control of our nature, sin, and we have a New Work working with us. Our old husband died, and we have a new husband and New Fruit. Romans 7. Everything that we find out in chap 7 and 8, begins in chap 6. Nothing will happen in our lives unless we  first believe. Paul uses the natural marriage. Paul uses this analogy between two heads or two husbands as an illustration. This is not a proof for marriage and divorce in this chapter. Paul is not teaching that in this chapter. What we need to notice in this marriage relationship is that if you have one woman living two men, then how are you going to know whose fruit is produced? That is exactly what happens in the lives of Christians. We Christians are possessed of two natures. What many are trying to do is bear fruit with two husbands and God will not permit that. God will not allow this new fruit in Christ when actually it belongs to the old fleshly head Adam.

This is a fact in everyone’s life, sinner, saint, carnal Christian, and spiritual Christian, it is the same for everyone, what we believe will ultimately be translated into our lives. That is why Paul says when we believe the truth of Romans 6, it will ultimately be translated into our lives. Now in Chap 7, it is not just a snap of your fingers to have an easy transition. So, the transition that Paul went through in Chap 7 and what he wrote is referring to Paul’s experience as a Christian. It is not as a sinner that Paul writes about in Chap7. It is the record of a Christian who had already been born again and who had been filled with the power of the Holy Spirit. Now to the honest heart and to the person really searching for victory, Romans 7 can be and is extremely comforting. We realize that the things that we go through, after we are born again, and the battles that we go through after we are born again are not something that are unique to us. Sometimes people are under the impression that when you get saved, then your life takes off and it becomes spiritual and there is never  any difficulty, but that is not so. Some people think that you may never have an evil thought or you should ever have any evil desire, but that is not true either. We will never get to Romans 8 until we go through Romans 7. 

We cannot jump from Romans 6 to Romans 8. We have to go through Romans 7. Romans 7 is typically called the wilderness experience. It corresponds to Israel journey through the wilderness. They came out of Egypt across the Red Sea and they were as saved as they ever were, but if you follow Israel through the wilderness, you will find failure after failure. The first generation never did get into the land of Canaan. There are some Christians that spend their whole life in Romans 7 in the wilderness and they never learn the way of victory. In Chap 7 we learn how to get through this wilderness and enter into the victory of Romans 8. Ro 7:1 Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that the law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth? **** Sometimes when people think of the law they think of the 10 commandments, but there are many other laws in scripture outside of the Law of Moses. There are 4 laws that we find in Romans 7. V 1-6 is the law of life. It was the law of life that bound us to Adam. V7 is the law of God and it includes the Law of Moses, but it goes farther than that. V23 is the law of sin which expresses the power of sin which is exerted upon the flesh and has power over the flesh. Then also in v 23 we find the law of the new creation life. And that law is even more powerful than the law of sin. 
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The law of the new creation is the law that we need to learn to live by and submit to in our lives if we are ever going to get victory over the old flesh in our lives. It is not legal law but it is the principal of the new creation life that we now live by. Paul uses this analogy of v1 as between two heads or two husbands as an illustration. This is not a proof for marriage and divorce in this chapter. Paul is not teaching that in this chapter. The first half of Romans 6 and the first half of Romans 7 deal with the believer's standing, whereas the second half of each chapter treats of the believer’s state; but with this difference: the second half of Romans 6 reveals what our state ought to be, whereas the second half of Romans 7 (V13–25) shows what our state actually is.
The second half of Romans 7 describes the conflict of the two natures in a believer. It shows us what is summarized in Ga 5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.
Ro 7:2 For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. 

Paul is telling us that our first husband was Adam and we were bound by life to Adam. And we were bound to Adam as long as He lives. After the death sentence, the woman is free from that law. It has no more jurisdictions. Our old husband was Adam and that relationship ended at the cross when Adam, in the person of Jesus, was put to death. It was by the crucifixion of Jesus. At Calvary. Marriage in the Scriptures is symbolic of oneness. God said of the first man Adam, and his wife, they shall be one flesh. We have been loosed from our old husband, Adam, to be joined unto Christ. Our first husband was Adam and he died at the cross with Christ. The first man Adam died in the person of Christ there at the cross of Calvary. Then Christ the second Adam was raised in newness of life. Why does Paul bring it out in this way? There is a special reason he brings it out this way. Ro 7:3 So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man. *** What we need to notice in this marriage relationship is that if you have one woman living two men, then how are you going to know whose fruit is produced? That is exactly what happens in the lives of Christians. 

You see Christians are possessed of two natures. What they are trying to do is bear fruit with two husbands and God will not permit that. Remember the story of David and Bathsheba. Here is Uriah’s wife Bathsheba and she becomes pregnant with David’s son, but God did not allow that child to live. There are other reasons for that but there is one reason which is that Bathsheba could not bear fruit to another while her old man, her first husband was alive and so God took that child. God did not allow that even though it was actually David’s, God did not allow that child to live. Now after Uriah was dead then Bathsheba came together with David and Solomon was born and scripture says and the Lord loved him. That is such a unique picture of what can happen and does happen in the lives of Christians. Because immediately after we are born again, we do not begin to automatically bear spiritual fruit. The old man, our first husband in our thinking and in our eyes as a new believer, is still very much alive because we don’t know how to reckon him dead. We don’t know how to believe Romans 6 to the degree that he is no longer a part of our lives. So, there is fruit born into our lives that God is not going to accept. It may be very religious, but the only fruit that God can accept in our lives is after the old man, our old husband has been rendered powerless. 
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Why? Because God only wants the fruit of Christ in our lives: And there can be no doubt about that. And so, the fruit of the spirit is Ga 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. **** It is not just what we do that is the fruit of the Spirit, but it is what we are. It is the attitude that comes from deep within and can only be produced by the new life of Christ, this is our new husband. The old man has to be rendered dead. So, if while her husband lives and we use the illustration of while Uriah was living, then Bathsheba was not free to be joined unto David. So, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man. Ro 7:4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. Wherefore means because what has gone before. Because of this fact my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; **** He set us free! 

Christ in His body of flesh, He became a man to assume all of the responsibilities and sin of the first man Adam, which demanded death, so Christ assumed that place and took our old man, our first husband down into death with Himself. Why? So that you should be married to another. As we found in Romans 6, this is a fact with God. It is not up for negotiations. It did happen but it must happen in our lives. It must become a practical reality. I have to take hold of this truth of Romans 6  and that is when it becomes a practicality in my own life. That I should be married to another even to him who is raised from the dead. Why? That we should bring forth fruit unto God. You see the old man has to be dead before we can actually bring forth fruit. There can be no confusion as to whose child this is. If you remember, David Himself tried to confuse the issue. He invited Uriah home from the war so he would go in unto his wife, so there would be this confusion so that David could cover up his own sin. But Uriah was a very conscientious man, why should I go in unto my wife when all these men that I was fighting with are out there still on the battle field. Then is when David had him murdered. But David tried to cover it up to create that confusion. 

And so today when two husbands are alive there will be confusion in so far as the fruit that is produced. And God does not have to separate the one from the other. God rejects it. Ro 7:5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. But now we have been delivered from the law: Here Paul summarizes the theme of Romans 7:1-5. Because we died with Jesus at Calvary, we are dead to the law and delivered from its power over us as a principle of justification or of sanctification. The law does not justify us; it does not make us right with God. The law does not sanctify us; it does not take us deeper with God and make us more holy before Him. Ro 7:6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. So that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit: Our freedom is not given so we can stop serving God but so that we can serve Him better, under the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter. Ro 7:5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. ***For when we were…. We must lay hold of that and that is our identity with Christ. We are no longer, but when we were in the flesh.  2Co 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 
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What we believe will be translated into our lives. Ro 7:6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. It was the law that stirred up the motions of sin in the flesh. That law then demanded the death of the flesh. When this was accomplished, the law had no more dominion. The law cannot punish a dead man. Our lives are no longer a part of the flesh, for we are now alive in Christ. Therefore, the law has no more power over us. The law of the old life produces death. Because in the law of the old life, all you can do is sin. Ro 7:5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. Death is a direct result of sin. Even though the law was not given until Moses, sin was still in the world, from Eden and how do we know that? Ro 7:6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. **** When we read the word “but” in scripture, it means that there is a change coming and this is a welcomed change. 

But now we are delivered from the law, what law? We were delivered from the law and this law is the law of life that joined us unto Adam. God says that we don’t have to be tied to him any longer. Death has separated us from that law. Now then , we also see the words “oldness of the  letter” which refers to the Law of Moses. The Law of Moses thrives with the old man. It was the law of life that b joined us to Adam and that was joined unto the Law of Moses. Ro 7:7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.**** V7 is the law of God which includes the Law of Moses. So, is the law sin? God forbid! In Galatians Paul tell us that the law is our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ. It is not that we are under the law, but the law shows up sin anywhere and anytime, but it can’t do anything about it. It can’t correct it. You cannot correct sin with the law. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known. This is stated in general terms in Rom 3:20; 4:15, but here Paul makes it personal here, I had not known. The Pharisees missed it when Paul said, I had not known lust. 

Lust is something that goes deep inside. The Pharisee just looked on the outside and this is how men generally look at it.  This happened to Paul after he was saved the law began to shine on him not just outwardly but inwardly down into the area of lust the spotlight went. It was that deep inter-motivation, so it wasn’t just the outward appearance that the law showed up, it was the deep dark terrible things on the inside. So, Paul says, I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. The law is like an x-ray machine; it reveals what is there but hidden. You can’t blame an x-ray for what it exposes. The law sets the “speed limit” so we know exactly if we are going too fast. We might never know that we are sinning in many areas if the law didn’t show us specifically. Ro 7:8 But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead. The weakness of the law isn’t in the law; it is in us. Our hearts can find opportunity for all manner of evil desire from something good like the law of God. A picture of this was a hotel in Florida was concerned that people might try to fish from the balconies so they put up signs saying, ‘no fishing from the balcony.’ They had constant problems with people fishing from the balconies, with lines and sinker weights breaking windows and bothering people in rooms below. 
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They finally solved the problem by simply taking down the signs, and no one thought to fish from the balconies. Because of our fallen nature, the law can actually work like an invitation to sin.**** Also, Concupiscence is not a good word, it means a longing or a lust for evil. This is not something that we want in our lives, yet the law showed up that Paul had that. Then notice what he said. For without the law sin was dead. You see if a person ignores the inward probes of the law, then everything is fine, and the Pharisees were great in their own estimation. So, without the law sin was dead. Ro 7:9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died.**** He realized that if he is guilty as charged, he deserves to die and this is exactly what every Christian must realize is that when Christ hung upon the cross, it was me who should have been there. So, it becomes a personal thing in our lives. So, sin revived, and I died means I knew that I was worthy of death because of the things that I have committed. Do you know what life Paul is talking about? That life when he was so self-righteous and when he thought he was so pure, and when he thought that he kept all parts of the law. It was finally shown up that in reality, he was actually deserving of death. Ro 7:9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. Do you see the battle of Romans 7?

Ro 7:10 And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. *****This is man’s idea of the law because scripture never does say that the law was sent to give life. The law was really sent to execute judgment and it did its job very well and it continues to do so. So, this is men’s idea yet today. This was Paul’s perception of the law and many have that same perception today. To paraphrase Paul here; what I perceived to be a commandment which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. Every honest Christian is going to find this as well. That the law is not going to justify us and give us a clean bill of health. It will not do it. The law was designed to show up sin and it does it very well. Ro 7:11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. ****Sin, taking occasion, (how) by the commandment. It is the law that stirs up sin, rebellion, unbelief, and all of these things. When you pass a law, people will rebel against and tell you all the reasons they are right and you are wrong. For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me and by it slew me. 

Ro 7:12 Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. ** There is not one thing wrong with the law. Ro 7:13 Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. ***** Is it the laws fault if someone is found guilty? No! it was not the laws fault that lust was found in Paul’s heart and it is not the laws fault for the things found in men’s hearts today. But sin, that it might appear sin, and this is what God uses the law, to show up sin. The law makes sin appear actually what it is and we are talking about even religious sin. Religiousness has such a fine facade on the outside, it can be shown up to be nothing but black sin. That it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; and that which is good is the Holy Law of God. It always remains good. It shows up the veil but in itself, it is not defiled; it is not degenerated in any manner. That sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. That is what God gave the law for, that it might show up sin exceeding sinful.
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Ro 7:14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. ***The law is spiritual, but it can’t make me that way. The law is powerless to make a person spiritual. Paul says, but I am carnal sold under sin. Paul introduces a new term here which is carnal. What is Carnal mean? There are 3 major classes of people. There is the natural person, which includes everyone that has ever been born into this world by the seed of Adam, natural birth. Then there is the spiritual person. This is the person that is born of the Spirit and walking in the Spirit living a life that is yielded to the Holy Spirit. Then there is the carnal person which only applies to a Christian. There are some Christians who are carnal which means fleshly. Carnal means a person that is born again, but he is walking after the flesh. After we are first born again, we are all carnal which is better than what we were, just natural sinners on our way to hell. A carnal Christian is the same thing as a baby Christian. There is no way that we can go from natural to spiritual Christian in one operation. We don’t find a baby born today and grown tomorrow. Carnality is not necessarily bad in itself, but it is absolutely horrible if people stay there especially if a person was saved 40 years ago and they are still carnal. So, Paul calls himself carnal and this was before he learned the truth of Romans 8. 

We don’t know how long that was, but it was prior to learning Romans 8.*** A carnal Christian is a person that is trying to serve two masters. Every believer is possessed of two natures. The body is the battle ground. The body will yield just as quickly to the old husband or the old nature as it will to the new nature. So, it is these members that Paul talks about here that have to be brought into submission and the glorious power of that is what we find in Romans 8. Christ in His body of flesh, He became a man to assume all of the responsibilities and sin of the first man Adam, which demanded death, so Christ assumed that place and took our old man, our first husband down into death with Himself. Ro 7:15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. 16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. 17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. For that which I do refers to that old flesh that is still reigning. We must remember that when we are born again that our old man had a start in our lives way before the new man ever began. So, which one is going to be stronger. 

Of course, the old man, the one that you have listened to all along. The new creation is just in infancy here. This new man has not been fed; he has not been nurtured; he has not grown up yet in order to take control. So, when Paul says that which I do, those deeds which I continue to accomplish after the flesh, even after I am born again, he says, I allow not, or I know not: for what I would; this is that new creation life that wants to do right. From the moment that we are born again, there is that new nature that wants to please God. That is the nature of Christ and that is all He ever wanted to do is: I do always those things that please my Father and that is the way with us. This is the first time that we really had the desire to do what is right and to do what is good. Now it is in infancy, so Paul says here, for what I would, (new creation would)  that do I not (the old creation). In other words, wanting to do what is good, but carrying it out we can’t do it, because this old body is still yielding to that old nature which it has yielded to ever since it was born into this world. But what I hate; this is the new creation. Hating that which is evil. 
Ro 7:15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would (new creation), that do I not; (old creation ) but what I hate,(new creation) that do I(old creation). Ro 7:16 If then I do (old creation) that which I would not,(new creation) I consent unto the law that it is good.
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Where was the guilt placed? Verse 17. Upon sin! Here is a very important key for our lives. We must realize where the evil is coming from. Ro 7:17 Now then it is no more I that do it, (new creation) but sin that dwelleth in me. It is not the new man that is committing those things. This body that we have is just a neutral battle ground. This body will yield just as quickly to the flesh as it will to the Spirit. This body is capable of committing murder, fornication, adultery, or any other catalog of sins that there are. The body of a Christian is capable of doing that. The only thing that can keep it from doing that is the new man. This is what Paul is talking about, it is no more I that do it. He will not be identified as anything but a new creation in Christ Jesus and we have to make that distinction as well. Some people say, you just excuse sin, oh no! We must take responsibility for which one that we are letting this body yield to. We have to take that responsibility and Paul did that. Ro 7:17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. This is the problem, it is sin that dwelleth in me. It is sin in the flesh. We must recognize that it is my flesh and I am the only one that can do anything about that. You can’t come in and take over my flesh. You can’t come in and judge my flesh, nor can I judge yours. We must do that ourselves and that is by believing God that the old man is dead.

Where did Paul find the dwelling place of sin? Verse 18. In the flesh. Every Christian has to know verse 18. While some say, there is some good in every man. We cannot cultivate that goodness of the flesh. God says there is none good, no not one. Ro 7:18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. Paul says, I know and how did he know, because he knew by experience. That in me as a Christian, in my flesh dwelleth no good thing. Then the two creations, for to will is present with me; from the moment that we are born again, we want to do good, because of the new nature. God put it there. To will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. The big problem that Christians run into is how to perform that which is good I find not. I want to do good,  but I am powerless. This is what we have to know. God has to let us know that we are never going to do this in our own power and strength. It must be this new nature of Christ through the power of the Holy Ghost that we get the victory in this battle.

Ro 7:19 For the good that I (New creation) would I (the old man) do not: but the evil which I (new creation) would not, that I do. Ro 7:20 Now if I do that(the old man) I would not (new man), it is no more I (new Man) that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. *** Notice how Paul keeps coming back to sin is in the flesh not in the new creation. Ro 7:21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. *** There will be this battle that will be there. The inward man is the new nature that desires nothing more than to please God to the utter most.
Compare Ps 40:8 I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart. This is what is true of the new nature that is in every Christian. Ro 7:22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: Ro 7:23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. **** See where this other law is in my members, these members of the flesh, this mortal body. There is a law working in those members and it is the law of sin, warring against the law of my mind. The law of my mind is the new creation law. It is this new power, this new nature that was implanted within Paul at the time of his conversion and it was implanted in every Christian the moment we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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So, I see this law of the sin warring in my members against the law of my mind and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. Again, this law of sin has been working in these members from the day that we drew our first breath and that law continues by itself until we are born again. The old man has a head start always on the new man. But then we have the cry that goes out from the believer in this battle within. Ro 7:24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? *** O wretched man that I am; this was the feeling of the Apostle Paul as a Christian. At this time Paul was a miserable human being when he wrote these words. Who shall deliver me from the body of this death? This is deep inner pain and suffering that the Apostle Paul is talking about here in these verses. This is where Paul had to come to, in order get to the answer in V25. We have to come to this point in our lives to get this answer as well. In these days of Laodicean complacency and pride, there is considerable talk and boasting about communion with Christ, but how little of the Christ life is displayed. There is no
sense of unworthiness for the old nature. Which is on display. 

There seems to be little conformity to Christ. There is no groaning over being brought into captivity to sin; There is such a lack of fellowship with Christ. When Abraham walked with the Lord, he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and
ashes. (Gen. 18:27) When Job came face to face with God, he said, Behold I am vile (Job 40:4), and again, I abhor myself. (Job 42:6) When Isaiah entered the divine presence of God, he cried, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips. (Isa. 6:5) When Daniel
had that wonderful vision of Christ (Dan. 10:5–6), he said, There remained no strength in me: for comeliness was turned in me into corruption. (v. 8) And in one of the last epistles by the beloved
Apostle Paul to the Gentiles, we read, This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief (1 Tim. 1:15). These words
proceeded not from unregenerate or unsaved men, but they came from the lips of God’s saints. Are we any different? Then Paul said, Ro 7:25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

You see Paul as a Jew depended on himself and thought that he was so good and so righteous but he had to be reduced to this. Paul had to come to this point, in order to discover the reality of Christ. Now he had believed on the Lord Jesus on the road to Damascus and was saved, but you see our lives are spent in trusting Christ more and more. This is reality when we actually find that Christ is our life day after day. So then with the mind (the inner man) I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. That is because the flesh can never serve anything but sin. The flesh will never serve God. So, the two creations are separated right here. The new man will always serve God. The old flesh will serve nothing but flesh. The truth that we learned in chapter 6 is judicial; it was determined in the highest court in the universe. But what we learn chapter 7 is experimental. We must experience this! What is the only way of deliverance from the power of sin, and of the law? It is we must accept the facts as God has declared them and believe what he has said. We must believe. The power to overcome is in the new creation, which is the seed that has been implanted into every Christian when they were born again. Paul in this chapter, has been relating the up and down experience of his own life, prior to coming into chapter 8. In Chapter 8 we will notice the “me’s,” “my’s” and “I’s” are gone and he is talking about the Holy Spirit. 
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It is remarkable that the only other time the word “wretched” is found in the New Testament
occurs in Revelation 3:17, where to the Laodiceans Christ says, “and knowest not that thou art wretched!” Their boast was that they had “need of nothing.” They were so puffed up with pride, so satisfied with their attainments, that they knew not their wretchedness. Isn’t this what we witness on every hand today? Isn’t evident that we are now living in the Laodicean period of the history of Christendom? Many are conscious that they have entered into victory; and, that their need has been met. They do not need to do anything. There is no need to overcome, or to yield to the Holy Spirit, or to know this word, reckon and yield to it. And the proof of this is, they are the very ones who “know not” that they are “wretched.” With an air of spiritual superiority, they will tell you that they have got out of Romans 7 into Romans 8. With miserable complacency they will say that Romans 7 no longer shows their experience. With self-righteous satisfaction they will look down in pity upon the Christian who cries, “O wretched man that I am,” and like the
Pharisee in the temple, they will thank God they are like that. Poor blinded souls! But it is to such that the Son of God here says, And knowest not that thou art wretched. 

We say as Christ says, anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see! (Rev. 3:18) Not too in the second half of Romans 7 that Paul speaks in the singular number. This is most blessed. The Holy Spirit would tell us that the highest attainments in grace do not exempt the Christian from the painful experiences that are described here. The Apostle Paul portrays himself going through the spiritual struggles of the child of God. He illustrates by a reference to his own personal experience the ceaseless battle which is waged between the two natures in the one
who has been born again.

This is the place we must come to in our Christian experience, where we get rid of the “I” life and the struggles with “I” and the Holy Spirit takes over and is now in control. The Holy Spirit has been mentioned only once so far in our study in Ro 5:5. The reason being that most of the truth dealt with up to this point has been “the provision of the Gospel,” and the experience of failure. Now in chapter 8, we enter into the experience of victory and the Holy Spirit is mentioned at least fourteen times. His power and Presence saturate the whole chapter. Php 3:21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. Jude 1:24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy. Hallelujah, what a Savior!







