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Paul is the writer of this letter. It is the first in order, as well as the greatest in scope, of all his epistles. It stands related to his other writings as the hub to the spokes of a wheel. All the essentials of the other letters are embodied in this letter to the church at Rome; therefore, we may say, it is the Genesis of Paul's writings. Jesus said to Paul and to us take the Gospel to everyone, and Romans explains the Gospel to everyone. Jesus says deliver My message and Romans clarifies His message. Romans is the key to all the other epistles. It is the most incredible book ever written. By far, Romans has had greater influence on true individual Christians than any other book. It is Paul’s longest book. Its significance, substance, and timeless relevance immediately follows the Book of Acts. This epistle of Romans gives the most detailed and complete presentation of doctrinal truth in the Bible. Romans is our Declaration of Independence from Satan’s power. Of all of Paul’s letters, it is the most orderly. No one can read this book too frequently. The more these truths are chewed, the better they are digested. Romans is the heart of God’s Word. 
Without Romans, the rest of the Bible cannot be understood. The purpose is to explain God’s timeless plan of salvation. Romans begins by inditing the Gentiles as sinners and proceeds to implicate the Jews also. Paul presents the Cross as the universal solution for sin. So, who is the hub of the wheel? Jesus Christ! He is the center of our lives and the foundation of our faith. The spokes that can be viewed in his writing: The Death and Resurrection of Jesus: Paul proclaimed that Jesus’ death on the cross atoned for the sins of humanity, and his resurrection demonstrated God’s victory over death and the power of faith. The Role of Grace:  He highlighted God’s grace and love as the basis for salvation and Christian living, emphasizing that God’s grace is sufficient for all. The Authority that comes from God. How we are to live by faith and dependence upon God only. The power of prayer. Absent from the body is to be present with the Lord and Jesus is coming back. Jesus is our Living Hope. The Unity of the Body of Christ: These are some of the spokes of the Apostle Paul’s teachings through His Epistles, but Romans explains the Gospel to everyone. Paul taught that believers, regardless of their background or ethnicity, are united in Christ as members of one body, working together in love and service. 
I remember as a young person having a bicycle and the wheel was wobbling so I started tightening the spokes and I ruined that wheel. When I put it back on the bicycle it really wobbled to the point, I could not ride that bicycle. It was out of whack. Paul’s Gospel is so well balanced that it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth. Paul’s Gospel will grow us up. Eph 4:15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: It’s true: we Christians talk a good game about unity and “the church universal,” but so often it’s conflict and disunity seems to be a prominent role today. Never mind the fact that there are now more than 250 separately organized denominations in this country alone, each one with its own spin on the truth of the Christian faith. So, is it any wonder why the wheel wobbles. Then there are countless independent congregations across this land that exist out of disagreement on some point of Paul’s doctrine! This is the work of the devil, steadfastly they refuse to accept what Paul had to say. They are trying to tighten up the spokes of the wheel of Paul’s Gospel. Jesus prayed for us in Joh 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. 
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20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. The last things that Jesus had to say on the eve of his betrayal and death. Jesus prayed with all the hope and love and intensity and anguish of that moment of his life. Jesus is looking toward the future; his own, certainly, but more pointedly that of his disciples and the church that is to come out of His death.  “The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 

So, on a wagon wheel or a bicycle tire, there are spokes that all go out from the center of the wheel. Think of the center of that wheel as being like Jesus Christ. In that it is the central hub that holds all the spokes together and Jesus keeps the wheel strong and solid.  At the outer circumference of the wheel, the spokes are spread out at wider intervals from one another, but as you get closer and closer to the hub which is Jesus Christ. In a sense we too are included in these spokes. These same spokes also get very close to each other as they get closer to the Hub, Christ.  To put this in terms of geometry, it does not matter where two objects are on the circumference of the circle. As they move toward the middle, they also move toward each other.  So, it is for you and me with our relationship with Christ.  So, we too are spokes in the wheel of life, and as we spread out into the world, sometimes we find ourselves far removed from each other. But no matter where we are in life, as we move closer to Lord to the Hub, we cannot help but draw closer to one another.

Letter to Romans Outlined:
Saul’s conversion takes place around 34 AD. He writes the letter to the Romans from Corinth in 57 AD. Paul has been in the ministry for thirty years prior to sending this letter to the Church at Rome. He is writing to a church family he has never met. He writes this letter three years prior to his actual arrival. He does not enter the city of Rome until 61 AD. Paul arrives as a prisoner of Rome. Prior to this; in133 BC the entire Mediterranean world was controlled by the Roman Empire. Pompey, was the ruler of Rome, and he conquered Jerusalem in 63 BC. Judea then became subject to Rome. In 27 BC, Rome became capital city of the Empire. The Caesars had little interest in what they called the mystical Jewish Messiah, Jesus Christ. Greed, hate, murder, lust, and luxury were terms that best described their empire. It had a population of one million.
Nearly half were slaves or former slaves. Rome had only two classes of citizens: the extraordinarily rich and the extremely poor. The empire represents in the New Testament what Babylon represents in the Old Testament. There were 159 Roman holidays throughout the year.
Nearly half of these were devoted to entertainment and gladiator games. 

There were no admission fees and wine was plentiful and cheap. Idol temples dominated the landscape in this capital city. When Paul arrived in Athens (Acts 17:16) he saw the city totally immersed in idolatry. Athens is 800 miles from Rome and shared all her vices. The circus of Caligula and her amphitheaters would eventually be stained with the blood of Christian martyrs. It is easy to see why Jesus sent Paul into the Roman Empire. They needed the Gospel. The city of Rome was the capital of the civilized world. It served as the perfect place from which to send the Gospel to the ends of the earth. One reason was the infrastructure of this empire. Roman Roads began to be constructed around 300 BC. Nearly thirty roads led out of Rome and ran a total of nearly 250,000 miles. 
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The Caesars were unknowingly building the roads from which Christianity could spread. God was behind this building. Like we have said before, God will use the devil to bodyguard is own and here God uses the Caesars to build the roads for the Gospel to be spread. These roads provided excellent traveling conditions for both soldiers and Christian missionaries. Paul grasps the tremendous strategic importance of this church being in the heart of the Roman Empire.
Three days after Saul’s salvation, Jesus tells Ananias He is sending Paul to bear His name to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15). At the conclusion of the book of Acts, we find Paul in Rome doing exactly that. All throughout his ministry, Paul is looking for new territory in which to plant the Gospel message. Rome is the ideal location. It should be noted that Paul has a secondary reason to get to Rome. In II Corinthians 8-9 we see that he has been gathering a fund for the poor Christians in Jerusalem. By the time Paul writes to the Romans, this fund is now nearly completed, and Jerusalem is on his itinerary. 

The city of Rome draws Paul like a magnet and who is behind that? God! He is a Roman citizen (no mistake) who has never been to his own capital city. Paul sees Rome as the ultimate missionary hub, with the spokes of this wheel reaching out to the world in every direction.
He was divinely appointed to get to Rome. This is confirmed on four occasions:
1. Acts 19:21 – After I go to Jerusalem, I must see Rome.
The last ten chapters in Acts reveal the circumstances regarding his arrival there.  
2. Acts 23:11 – Jesus affirms Paul’s destiny when He tells Paul personally, As you have borne witness of Me in Jerusalem, you must bear witness of Me in Rome.
3. Acts 27:24 – While on board the prison ship heading to Rome, Paul tells the sailors, An angel of God told me last night I must be brought before Caesar. (in Rome).
4. Acts 28:14 – finally, after imprisonment, shipwreck, and snakebite, Luke records, and so we continued toward Rome.

At the conclusion of Acts, Paul has reached Rome as a prisoner. His official challenges have already been numerous. Between Acts Chapter 9 and 25 there are seven assassination plots against him. These were planned in Damascus, Macedonia, Caesarea and in Jerusalem. Paul (as the Gospel) is opposed by sorcerers, disgruntled Jews, and silversmiths. He is mocked in Athens and imprisoned in Caesarea, Philippi, and Rome. The Apostle Paul is stoned. He is insulted and struck in the face. This is the Gospel!  He survives four separate shipwrecks. He is lashed on five separate occasions (II Cor. 11: 24-25). Paul felt he could not get justice at the hands of the Jews, so he appealed to the secular Roman authorities. As a Roman citizen, he was privileged to do this. God arranged the circumstances of Paul’s arrival in Rome to prevent the hostile Jews from killing him. The Caesar in power at that time was Nero. There is absolutely no evidence Paul ever met Nero. The Roman Empire was not actively opposed to Paul and the teachings of Jesus Christ. None of the rulers that Paul was brought before could see the benefit of Christianity. Paul understood the Gospel message would be viewed with suspicion. 

Roman rulers feared potential revolutions of any kind. Paul recommends to several rulers that Jesus is the only hope for real strength in the Empire. However, for an emperor to promote any religion other than emperor worship would be political suicide. To enthrone Jesus would mean dethroning the emperor. 
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No Roman Emperor would have permitted any god or any person to be promoted as greater than himself. To the Roman rulers, Christianity was an insignificant Jewish cult. To them, Paul was a problem. Paul believed that Christianity must begin from the capital city. After Paul leaves Antioch in Acts 13, his ministry is almost exclusively in the Roman empire. He resides at Corinth for three months during his third missionary journey. During this time, he writes this letter to the church in Rome. In the book of Romans, Paul proves every human being is equally guilty before God. One of his goals is to eliminate all possibility of self-merit. He assures the Jewish readers  of this letter that, although they rejected their Messiah nationally, they can still be saved individually. As we read Paul’s letters, we see his doctrine growing deeper and deeper as the spokes of the wheel become closer to the Hub. Therefore, Paul writes the masterpiece we call Romans. Paul clearly states his purpose for writing this letter. In Romans 1:15-16, we are told that faith, not works is the basis for salvation for every human being. The book of Romans has two primary divisions. 

The first half of Romans is doctrinal while the second half is practical. Chapters 1-8 provide the revelation of God’s righteousness and Chapters 9-16 show us the application of the  Righteousness of Christ. This is the practical side of how to apply this to our lives. Our doctrines (Ch. 1-8) are inseparably linked with our duties or our diligence to this Gospel (Ch. 9-16).
We are shown how God’s truth (Ch. 1-8) is related to human practice (Ch 9-16). While the first eight chapters show us what to believe, the remaining chapters teach us how to behave.
Chapters 1-8 show us how to obtain the new life and Chapters 9-16 show us how to adapt a new lifestyle. The book of Romans is extremely valuable because Paul’s reasoning is so logical and sure. Romans contains the clearest, deepest, and most intense theology of any Bible book
It is intense, yet formal. His style is condensed, living, vigorous, and energetic.
What Paul writes is relevant, powerful, and practical. Paul’s contrasts are truly clear.
Our former lives of sin result in death (Ch. 6-7) while our new life in Christ (Ch. 8) is vibrant and exciting. 

The apostle Paul’s wonderful question-and-answer format helps keep our attention.
“Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?” 6:1
“You that say a person should not commit adultery: do you?” 2:22
“Is He the God of the Jews only?” 3:29
“How shall they hear the Gospel without a preacher?” 10:14
“Has God abandoned and rejected Israel?” 11:1
”Who can ever separate us from the love of Christ?” 8:35
Apart from the book of Romans, it is impossible to comprehend how God actually views sin.
The four Gospels Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John give us facts and Romans interprets these facts. In the Gospels we read what Jesus said, but we need Romans to explain why He said them.
For Paul obedience is the basis for salvation, not our good works or self-effort. Legalism will not save the Jews, nor will neglect save the Gentiles. It is only the blood of Jesus that can redeem anyone. Justification is the single most important word in the Bible. God is supremely righteous is the foundational concept in Romans. God’s character is the standard of righteousness. As Creator, God is the moral Judge of the universe. He has forever determined what is evil and what is not. Everything Jesus says and does is in harmony with His righteous character. 
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God’s plan of redemption helps us comprehend who Jesus really is. As the righteous Judge, Jesus hates wickedness. The Bible was never intended to be a harsh and rigid rulebook. True righteousness is the condition or state of being rightly related to God. The “righteousness of God” Paul addresses in 1:17 is the exact opposite of what Pharisees had adopted. The concept of a personal relationship with God was unknown in Judaism. The book of Romans answers a question asked from ancient times: “How can a person be justified before God?” (Job 9:2)
Jesus came to free us from a life of doctrinal and denominational slavery. Paul’s Gospel given to him by the Lord Jesus Himself must rebuild the former Jews concept of righteousness.
Jesus indicated the true idea of righteousness “must exceed the so-called righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees” (Mt 5:20). The term “righteousness” is found in Romans 43 times.  
The word “justification” is found 36 times. God’s righteousness is based on His character, His faithfulness, His grace, His nature, and His promises. Righteousness involves God’s dealing with sinners based on the death of His Son.

God demands righteousness and only He can provide it. The requirement for righteousness proves God is not indifferent to sin. No one becomes righteous without believing the Son of God. Jesus did not sacrifice Himself for sin casually. God requires His followers to conform to His righteousness in order to be in right relationship with Him. Righteousness is not based on emotions. It cannot be inherited. Ancestry is never a factor. It can be neither bought nor earned.
It cannot be obtained through education, merit, or achievements. Righteousness is based solely on grace alone. God’s plan of salvation is uncomplicated. Although faith is required to be saved, faith cannot be treated as a bargaining chip to gain God’s favor. Faith is the connecting link between us and God’s righteousness. Faith is not the source of righteousness, but the bridge to righteousness. Faith is in the Person of Jesus Christ. Faith is the word of God. The term righteousness is as we were once sinners but now, we have received Christ righteousness when we believe on Christ and one places faith in Christ Jesus and thereby becomes acceptable to God. God “reads us our rights” in the first three chapters of Romans.

The sacrifice of God’s Son on the cross provides the way and the means by which God can pardon us and remain true to His own standards of righteousness. Salvation through Christ does not put a person on parole. There are no bail bondsmen available. No amount of good behavior can earn righteousness. God has decreed that all sin was paid for by Jesus Christ on Calvary.
Paul mentions in Romans 5:8 that “while we were in a state of sin, Christ died in our place.”
Jesus is not our defense attorney: He is our substitute. He accepted the death penalty for every one of us. Eternal salvation is free for all recipients, just by believing on Christ but a heavy price was paid. It cost the life of God’s own Son. When I am justified by the sacrifice of God’s Son, my position before God is totally reversed. I am now His son. God does not justify our sins, but He treats us as if we had never sinned. God’s only Son became both the sacrifice and the One who performed the sacrifice. In Romans the doctrine of Justification include:
We are justified freely by His grace (3:24).
We are now justified by His blood (5:9).
For one who believes, faith is counted for righteousness (4:25).
With the heart, one believes and becomes righteous (10:10).
The Lord, in His perfect wisdom, has provided the means, the motive, and the method of our salvation. The basics for justification are faith, repentance, sorrow for sin, and belief in Christ.
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We wonder how Paul knew the people in church at Rome well enough to write such a letter.
As the Gospel began to spread, a number of people settled in Rome and formed this congregation over a thirty-year period. Paul lists many people in Romans 16 by name. Because most of these persons have Gentile names, it is safe to assume the church there is comprised of non-Jews.
Paul’s letter arrives exactly at the time it is most needed. God is seldom early but never late.
The church at Rome in the capital city must have a universal picture of how and why the rest of the world will be evangelized by Israel in the age to come. Paul had already laid the foundation for the Gospel to be established in the East. There his headquarters was in Antioch. He now needs a base of operations in the West and that is to be Rome. Paul’s letter of Romans throws the church doors wide open to all Gentiles. The end of Chapter 8 shows this perfectly. Rome was the hub of idolatry. Romans tells us how these idolatrous non-Jews can be reached with the Gospel message. Romans proves any person of any ethnicity can be saved. The book of Romans is a road that was used to lead hundreds of thousands of souls to Christ.
1. All have sinned (3:23).
2. The wages of sin is death (6:23).
3. God demonstrated His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Jesus died for us (5:8).
4. If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus Christ and believe in your heart God raised him from dead you will be saved (10:9).
Although Paul wrote letters to the churches at Ephesus, Philippi, and Corinth, he never wanted to control their leaders. Paul never allowed a congregation to become dependent on him for spiritual growth. Paul did not have a specific plan for each church, but he knew the Holy Spirit did. The contents of the book of Romans tell us what to believe, why to believe it, and how to explain it. It is the Hub of all the writings of the Apostle Paul. Christ is the center of the Gospel and: Ro 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

