




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































''shaking'' happened after this ''smaller temple," was ~ompleted, 
but prophecy abounds with a record of such displays in the end 
time. We have wondered if the Millennial TempJe will indeed be 
only a small replica of that which was built by Solomon, in order 
that the Glory of God would be the main attraction. Both Isaiah 
and Haggai reveal God's desire, that the attitude of contrition and 
absolute submission, represented by sackcloth, be on full display 
by all people when The Millennial Temple is restored and Israel 
has been returned to their promised land. 

Our present text reveals that Isaiah is completely 
overwhelmed, and distraught, with the report delivered by his 
faithful subjects, and thus '' .... he sent Eliakim, who was over the 
household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests 
covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. '' 
V. 2 Sackcloth, is symbolic of deep repentance, sorrow, and 
mourning, and represents the over-all attitude of Israel, when the 
great sorrows of the tribulation period will bring them to their 
knees, in search of God, and the deliverance brought by their 
Messiah. That charge is led by Hezekiah, but he must also enlist 
the help of Isaiah, representative of God's instruction and decree 

220 for Israel in the last days. Deliverance from these pressures, 
imposed on them by the antichrist, will not be soon ended, as they 
will steadily increase throughout that very devastating period of 
time. Thus, as noted previously, one trip to the temple will not be 
sufficient, and only the continued barrage, of Satanic attack, will 
finally bring this entire nation to the threshold of the new birth. 

This is basically the message delivered to Isaiah. '' And 
they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day ~f 
trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy: for the children are 
come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth.'' V. 3 
Isaiah 66:8 clearly asks, and answers, this same very pertinent 
query in regard to national Israel. ''Who hath heard such a thing? 
who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth 
in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion 
travailed, she brought forth h~r children.'' The ''trouble'' to which 
Hezekiah alludes, is defined by Jesus, in Matt. 24, as the birth 
pangs, or ''sorrows'' which will most assuredly, precede that 
glorious day. All these terms, ''trouble, rebuke, and blasphemy," 
present a graphic, and accurate description of Rabshakeh's evil 
attitude and intent toward Jerusalem at this time, but they are also 



symbolic of the greater, and more intense purpose of the antichrist 
when he seeks to annihilate the Jews of the end time. 

Hezekiah's plea to Isaiah is a clear indication of his 
faith that ''It may be the LORD thy God will hear the words of 
Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to 
reproach the living God, and will reprove the words which the 
LORD thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the 
remnant that is left.'' V. 4 The King of Jerusalem rightfully 
asserts that these insults, and blasphemies, are directly against, 
'' ... the LORD thy God, .. '' that is Isaiah's God. Thus he implores 
the prophet to pray ''for the remnant that is left.'' Both of these 
desires will be answered in the end time, for God will not only 
''reprove'' the antichrist, but completely annihilate him. He 
will also defend ''the remnant," and, in reality, establish a new 
government with this new nation as the head, and not the tail, of 
the nations. Deut. 28: 13 

''So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah," with 
these encouraging words. ''.... Thus shall ye say unto your 
master, Thus saith the LORD, Be not afraid of the words that 
thou hast heard, wherewith the servants of the king of Assyria 
have blasphemed me.'' V. 5-6 Hezekiah was exactly right. God 221 
did take Personal offense against these blasphemous words, 
even though they were spoken directly to Israel. Likewise, the 
atrocities of the end days, when Israel will be directly assaulted 
by the antichrist, will be interpreted as a Personal attack against . 
The Very God Of Heaven. It seems also that Isaiah could be 
very much typical of the two witnesses here, for they too will 
encourage the Jews with the message of ''fear not," and though 
the fires of tribulation will wax hotter and hotter for the Jews of 
the last days, even as the adverse circumstance of this chapter 
increase, God's promise of victory, announcing the demise of the 
enemy still remains. ''Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and 
he shall hear a rumour, and return to his own land; and I will 
cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.'' V. 7 This 
promise was, in no wise fulfilled immediately. Likewise, the 
message of the two witnesses during the first 1260 days of the 
tribulation, proclaiming God's deliverance, will be followed by 
the most intense devastation of the entire week, but He will still 
make good on His promise to rid the people of this arch enemy 
---the antichrist. 

Immediate respite seems to be forthcoming as '' ... 
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Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against 
Libnah: for he had heard that he was departed from Lachish. 
And he heard say concerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He is 
come forth to make war with thee. And when he heard it, he sent 
messengers to Hezekiah, saying, Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah 
king ·of Judah, saying, Let not thy God, in whom thou trustest, 
deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand 
of the king of Assyria.'' V. 8-10 

Though he has been temporarily ''distracted,'' Rabshakeh 
would make it very clear to Hezekiah that he will return and ca~ 
out his threats against Jerusalem. His tone here seems to be one 
of ridicule, as well as rejection, making no distinction between 
the ''gods'' of the various nations he has conquered, and ''thy 
God, in whom thou trustest, .... '' ''Behold, thou hast heard what 
the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by destroying them 
utterly; and shalt thou be delivered? Have the gods of the nations 
delivered them which my fathers have destroyed, as Gozan, and 
Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in 
Telassar? Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arphad, 
and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? V. 11-
13 Assyria was indeed the dominant force in this land, before 
Nebuchadnezzar came to power, thus establishing Babylon as the 
first world empire, and Rabshakeh seems very confident with his 
blasphemous remarks. It reminds us of the rhetoric against Israel 
today as a number of nations and terrorist groups, literally ignore 
The God of Heaven, vowing to ''push Israel into the sea," ·prior to 
the time when the antichrist comes to power. There will come the 
day, however, when Israel as a nation, albeit a very small remnant, 
will follow the same example set by Hezekiah. ''And Hezekiah 
received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it: 
and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the LORD, and spread 
it before the LO RD.'' We would note the, personal, change here 
in Hezekiah. He had previously sent a message to Isaiah urging 
him to cry 011t unto The LORD, but now he must shoulder that 
burden himst!lf. This same pattern has also been repeated in the 
experience of many individuals as they have sought the prayers 
of ''spiritual people,'' but have eventually realized that they must 
learn to call c•n The Lord for themselves. Once again, as both 
Isaiah, and H,1ggai, plainly indicate, the day of tribulation will 
bring The Je\\t·s to the Feet of Their Messiah, and He will surely 



be entreated of them. 
''And Hezekiah prayed unto the LORD, saying, 0 LORD 

of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubims, ..... '' 
It is so very pertinent here, that Hezekiah should refer to God 
as dwelling ''between the chrubims, '' for it bespeaks the glorious 
blessing of Divine Grace. This is the place of True Intercession, 
where Israel as a nation will learn, by experience, the incalculable 
worth of the redemption wrought on Calvary by their Messiah. 
The desired attitude and truth of his words continue as he declares 
that '' ... thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of 
the earth: thou hast made heaven and earth.'' V. 15, 16 Hezekiah 
refuses to allow the Satanic suggestions of Rabshakeh to move 
him. He still knows that there is only One True God, and He is 
not only the Creator, but also the Master of all ''the kingdoms 
of the earth.'' This Supreme God is The One to Whom he · will 
make his appeal crying out ''Incline thine ear, 0 LORD, and hear; 
open thine eyes, 0 LORD, and see: and hear all the words of 
Sennacherib, which hath sent to reproach the living God." Once 
again, Hezekiah rightfully took these words of Rabshakeh as a 
direct insult against God, but he also sets a great example for 
us today, as he recognized the truth of his present circumstance. 223 
''Of a truth, LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the 
nations, and their countries, And have cast their gods into the 
fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood 
and stone: therefore they have destroyed them.'' V. 18-19 This 
principle of honesty, and integrity, set forth by Hezekiah, remains 
the same, regardless of time or circumstance. Sometimes, people 
would deny the great difficulty facing them, some declaring that 
''we do not want to give a negative confession.'' However, unless 
men acknowledge the need before them, God can, in no wise meet 
it. A sinner must acknowledge that he is a sinner, before God 
can save him. Likewise, we must ''own'' any other difficulty, 
we may face, in order for the Great Deliverer to accommodate 
us. Here, Hezekiah very willingly admits, that the claims of 
Assyria in conquering this massive array of nations, is absolutely 
true. He will not, however, wallow in that difficulty, and allow 
God to be confused with the claims that Rabshakeh has made in 
assuming that The LORD was no different than the gods of these 
other nations which had been ''cast into the fire.'' He will rather 
use all these realities, as a ''spring board," to call on The LORD. 
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''Now therefore, 0 LORD our God, save us from his hand, that 
all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the LORD, 
even thou only." V. 20 There is no doubt, that Hezekiah's chief 
concern is deliverance from this mighty oppressor, but he also 
has great regard for God's honor, and purposes, as he expresses 
the desire ''that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou 
art the LORD, even thou only." God will answer that petition, 
but it will not be fully realized until the end of the tribulation 
period, when the very deliverance of Israel will be witnessed by 
all nations as a testimony of God's Sovereignty. 

''Then, Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah\ 
saying, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Whereas thou hast 
prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria: This is the 
word which the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The virgin, 
the daughter of Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee to 
scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee.'' 
V. 21-22 These words of the LORD are ''concerning him," that 
is, Sennacherib, and they assure us that God has most assuredly 
taken his attack Personally, but note that ''the virgin, the daughter 
of Zion, hath despised thee .... '' Israel as a nation, can in no wise 
claim this state of ''virginity,'' at this time, but indeed they will 
when they finally bow to their Messiah. Then they too will enjoy 
this glorious superiority of having all these nations in contempt, 
who have despised, and scorned, and shaken their heads at them, 
throughout the ages of Gentile Times. One day all these nations 
will understand the message that God sent to Assyria. ''If you 
reproach Israel, it is a direct insult against Me.'' ''Whom hast 
thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou 
exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against 
the Holy One of Israel. By thy servants (Rabshakeh) hast thou 
reproached the Lord, and hast said, By the multitude of my 
chariots am Y. come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides 
of Lebanon; and I will cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the 
choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the height of his 
border, and the fore st of his Carmel. I have digged, and drunk 
water; and \\i·ith the sole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers 
of the besieged places. Hast thou not heard long ago, how I have 
done it; and (lf ancient times, that I have formed it? now have I 
brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste defenced 
cities into ruinous heaps. Therefore their inhabitants were of 



small power, they were dismayed and confounded: they were as 
the grass of the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the 
housetops, and as com blasted before it be grown up.'' V. 23-
27 All this ''pomp," of which Sennacherib is accused, sounds 
much like things that only God can do. It is exactly the same 
spirit which will prevail in the antichrist of the end time and has 
its origin in Satan himself. ''I will ascend above the heights of 
the clouds; I will be like the most High.'' Isa. 14: 14 All these 
boastful assertions by Sennacherib, testify of the fact none could 
stand in his way, and for a time, that was absolutely true. They 
also outline the tremendous devastation which he intended against 
Jerusalem, and this glorious Promised Land of Israel, sounding 
very much like unto the claims from various nations today who 
think they are ''entitled'' to this ancient, and valued land of Israel. 
They are indeed provoked by the very spirit of antichrist, which 
he will fully invoke during the tribu.lation period. 

This next portion, however, is God's answer to 
Sennacherib's ungodly agenda. ''But I know thy abode, and thy 
going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me. Because 
thy rage against me,· and thy tumult, is come up into mine ears, 
therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy 225 
lips, and I will tum thee back by the way by which thou earnest.'' 
V. 28-29 The history recorded in the closing verses of this chapter 
confirrn that this prophecy concerning Sennacherib did come to 
pass, and Judah never was taken captive, in any measure, by 
Assyria. That would not take place until Baby Ion conquered the 
entire world when Nebuchadnezzar came to power in 606 B.C. 

'' And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this 
year such as groweth of itself; and the second year that which 
springeth of the same: and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and 
plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof." V. 30 While God's 
former address was to Sennacherib, the next few verses seem to 
be a specific message to Hezekiah, as this ''sign,'' promising a 
harvest is directly related to Jerusalem. The next two years will 
bring forth that which ''groweth of itself; ... '' This is undoubtedly 
because Jerusalem had been under siege for so long and the people 
had been unable to plant and harvest their crops. The third year, 
they were to sow, ''and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit 
thereof.'' What a glorious prospect! They are now on re_surrection 
ground where God's Promise of prosperity ever abounds because 



of Jesus' work of redemption. Further victory is promised for the 
besieged city, as '' .... the remnant that is escaped of the house of 
Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward: For 
out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and.·they that escape 
out of mount Zion: the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do this." 
V. 31,32 While these promises were most assuredly directed to 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem at the time then present, they also 
proclaim blessing for the fledgling nation of Israel which will 
begin as only a very small remnant just prior to the millennium. 

The closing verses of this chapter are a direct prophecy 
against the King of Assyria, and history shows that these events 
were fulfilled to the letter, but this message also proclaims the 
demise of the antichrist at the end of this age. ''Therefore thus 
saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not 
come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it 
with shields, nor cast a bank against it. By the way that he came, 
by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith 
the LORD." V. 33,34 The record is clear that Assyria was 

226 not allowed to besiege Jerusalem again, for God clearly promised 
that '' .... I will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and 
for my servant David's sake." V. 35 That same promise will 
prevail during the time of the antichrist, the difference being that 
this chosen city will, for a time, be overrun even as Jesus warned, 
''When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso 
readeth, let him understand:) Then let them which be in Judaea 
flee into the mountains:'' Matt. 24: 15-16 

However, when the ''last chapter," of this chosen city 
is written, it will fully reveal that Jerusalem belongs to God, 
and it will most assuredly be prosperous and inhabited, indeed 
the center of all God's operations on this earth. Though there 
are a host of groups trying to claim a piece of this choice 
piece of real estate, even at this present time, God will finally 
proclaim to all the world '' ..... that Davi4 my servant may 
have a light alway before me in Jerusalem, the . city which 
I have chosen me to put my name there." · I Kings 11 :36 

God promised both deliverance for Jerusalem, and reprisal 
for Assyria, and those promises began to be fulfilled immediately 
as '' ..... the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the camp 



of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and 
when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead 
corpses.'' V. 36 God asserted in V. 7 that '' .... I will send a blast 
upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and return to his own land;'' 
The ''rumor'' was brought to light in verses 7-9 with the news 
out of Libnah and Ethiopia. The ''blast'' is a fitting description 
of the Assyrian ar1ny which was devastated, Supernaturally, in 
this present text. This monarch's military machine has been 
completely decimated, and thus '' ..... Sennacherib king of Assyria 
departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.'' V. 27 
This is the same Nineveh which Jonah tried to avoid at all costs, 
because they were the avowed enemies of Israel and had done 
great damage to them as is evidenced in this chapter. 

''And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house 
ofNisroch his god, thatAdrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote 
him with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Armenia: 
and Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead.'' V. 3 8 Thus ends 
this chapter, with blessing for the Jews and devastation for their 
enemies, relating the same story as the prophet Haggai. 

THE WAY TOGO 

As you travel through life, 
Stop for a while to pray; 
Bow your head in reverence; 
Then continue on your way. 

As you proceed on your journey, 
You may see someone in pain; 
Reach out a helping hand; 
Help them back into the right lane 

God is always there. 
He knows your every need. 
He knows before you ask Him; 
Your every thought He does read. 

So as you work from day to day 
In whatever role you're cast, 
Just relax a bit and enjoy this life, 

But, remember, 
Only what's done for Christ will last. 

Rex Cooprider 
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2.28 

ER 38 ~ ZE€HARIAH 

''In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah 
the prophet the son of Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, 
Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, 
and not live.'' V. 1 

This chapter of Isaiah corresponds with Zechariah, where 
Hezekiah is very much typical of the entire nation of Israel as 
they cry out to the Lord in the end time due to the tremendous 
hardship they shall endure which will indeed produce the broken 
spirit before The Lord demonstrated here. Zechariah uses tht\ 
term, '' ... in that day, ... " repeatedly, in this chapter, to define the 
time in which these things will come to pass. '' And it shall come 
to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations 
that come against Jerusalem. And I will pour upon the house of 
David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 
and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced~ and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for 
his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in 
bitterness for his firstborn.'' V. 9-10 ''That day ... '' will bring both 
judgment to the nations and glorious comfort to the ''house of 
David," but it will be because they have finally bowed their knee 
in true repentance to accept their Messiah. Zechariah further 
explains that ''In that day shall there be a great mourning in 
Jerusalem, ... And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the 
family of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; the 
family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart; The 
family of th.e house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the 
family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart; All the families 
that remain, every family apart, and their wives apart.'' V. 11-
14 The idea of ''mourning apart," is tremendously informative, 
for it means that this repentance, this mourning, directly for '' ... 
me whom they have pierced, ... " is not for public display or to 
impress someone with so-called spirituality. It is rather deep 
heart-felt son~ow, manifested as though no one else were around, 
and it leads to the condition whereby God is now able to pour 
out His ''spirit of grace and of supplications: ... '' upon the house 
of David. This same spirit is here displayed in Hezekiah, and 
likewise leads also to his healing. Note however, that Hezekiah 
demonstrates t!xactly the same pattern recorded in Zechariah. 



''In those days ... " is a reference to the previous chapter 
when Jerusalem was besieged by Assyria. It is typical of ''the 
last days,'' when enemy nations will once again descend upon 
them, threatening their total demise even as Hezekiah was ''sick 
unto death.'' God also sent the prophet Isaiah to him with the 
message '' ... for thou shalt die, and not live.'' ''Then Hezekiah 
turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the LORD," V. 
2 This is exactly the same scenario published in Zechariah as 
the various groups of people ''mourned apart.'' Isaiah is likewise 
''isolated," turning ''his face toward the wall'' for no one else was 
around. Israel will likewise cry out only unto Him, because all 
other resources have failed them. 

Thus Hezekiah '' ... said, Remember now, 0 LORD, I 
beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth and with a 
perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And 
Hezekiah wept sore." V. 3 It may seem, by these words, that 
Hezekiah was trying to ''bargain'' with God, insisting on his own 
righteousness and thus conveying the message ''you owe me.'' 
However, God apparently saw the desire of a true king who was 
also interested in his• people, much like his father David in II Sam. 
24: 17, for God said to Isaiah, ''Tum again, and tell Hezekiah the 229 
captain of my people, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David 
thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I 
will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of 
the LORD." II Kings 20:5 It seems that God recognized this man 
as a godly leader, ''the captain of my people," who had indeed, 
'' ... walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have 
done that which is good in thy sight," setting a practical example 
of godliness before them. Judah needed such a man at this time 
and God honored his request. Thus Isaiah reports his own first­
hand account of this matter as he says ''Then came the word of 
the LORD to Isaiah, saying, Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith 
the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I 
have seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years. 
And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of 
Assyria: and I will defend this city. And this shall be a sign unto 
thee from the LORD, that the LORD will do this thing that he 
hath spoken; Behold, I will bring again the shadow of the degrees, 
which is gone down in the sun dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. 
So the sun returned ten degrees, by which degrees it 
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was gone down.'' V. 4-8 These verses inf or1n us that Hezekiah 
was a man like unto us, for he too experienced the fac.t that Satan 
often throws his darts in ''bunches.'' The city was besieged and 
he was in the midst of his own personal difficulty and battle, all 
at the same time. However, he also portrays the beauty of God's 
care for His Own, and in the midst of all these troubles, issues 
glorious promises of victory. God assures the king that Jerusalem 
will be delivered ''out of the hand of the king of Assyria: and I 
will defend this city.'' He further asserts that fifteen years shall 
be added to Hezekiah's life and turns the sun back ten degrees to 
prove His point. The account in II Kings 20 reveals that all this 
would happen in three days, thus putting Hezekiah on resurrection 
ground. 

The remainder of this chapter is from the, ''memoirs'' 
of Hezekiah, and are a record of his experience before he was 
healed. ''The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had 
been sick, and was recovered of his sickness: I said in the cutting 
off of my days, I shall go to the gates of the grave: I am deprived 
of the residue of my years. I said, I shall not see the LORD, 
even the LORD, in the land of the living: I shall behold man 
no more with the inhabitants of the world.'' V. 9-11 We can 
only wonder how long this man was sick before Isaiah came and 
told him that he would indeed die. This account was written 
after he was healed, but surely these words are not a record of 
his thoughts immediately following Isaiah's announcement of 
healing. The message here seems to be that Hezekiah knew he 
was dying even before Isaiah told him. The terrns used reflect 
complete hopelessness and, are in fact, prophetic of the dark days 
which Israel will experience in the end time, before they finally 
tum to the Lord. Such words undoubtedly describe the most 
dismal days he had endured, but note Hezekiah's knowledge, and 
acknowledgment, of God's authority, which springs forth in the 
next verse. ''Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a 
shepherd's tent: I have cut off like a weaver my life: he will cut me 
off with pining sickness: from day even to night wilt thou make 
an end of me.'' It is ultimately God who will make ~he decisions 
of life and death, and though Hezekiah is in such deep misery, 
his thoughts are exactly in harmony with scripture, for ''There is 
no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit; neither 
hath he power in the day of death: and there is no discharge in that 



war;'' Eccl. 8:8 Israel, as a nation, will likewise learn that their 
future is determined by The Lord rather than themselves or the 
nations. Such control is also emphasized by the following words. 
''I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so will he break all my 
bones: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me.'' V. 
13 We know that God must literally ''break them in pieces," in 
order to achieve the desired results and make them like unto '' ... 
a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn as a dove: 
mine eyes fail with looking upward: 0 LORD, I am oppressed; 
undertake for me.'' V. 14 This is the same mourning of which 
Zechariah speaks, but what troubles must Israel endure before 
such an end is achieved? Jesus' message in Matt. 24 indicates 
that the tribulation would become so severe that'' ... except those 
days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for 
the elect's sake those days shall be shortened." Matt. 24:22 Just as 
God did not allow the destruction of Hezekiah, neither will Israel 
endure affliction never to be seen again. In fact, these days will 
be shortened for the sake of the elect, the reason being, that such 
an elect has learned the lessons of repentance and accepted their 23 1 
Messiah. We would also note that it is in the midst of great despair 
when Hezekiah's faith reached beyond his present circumstance, 
knowing that life and recovery are waiting in the wings. ''What 
shall I say? he hath both spoken unto me, and himself hath done 
it: I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul. 0 
Lord, by these things men live, and in all these things is the life of 
my spirit: so wilt thou recover me, and make me to live. Behold, 
for peace I had great bitterness: but thou hast in love to my soul 
delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast all my 
sins behind thy back.'' V. 15-17 This is exactly the same glorious 
message that national Israel will learn when they finally accept 
the lowly Jesus of redemption, when they, at long last, look on 
Him Whom they have pierced and realize that He has taken away 
all their sins. It is the same message we know today, but this will 
be on a collective, and national level, and we would emphasize 
that Hezekiah laid claim to these words while he was still in the 
midst of his difficulty. Likewise will Israel claim their safety in 
Christ while they are still in the throes of Jacob's troubles, and 
will be the woman protected in the wilderness for the 1260 day 
reign of the antichrist. Rev. 12: 14 

Hezekiah's ode of despair continues as he proclaims that 
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'' ... the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebra~e thee: they 
that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth.'' V. 18 These 
words loudly proclaim the thought that there is 90 victory if Israel 
goes down into oblivion, and that absolutely will not happen. 
Life, is the answer, for them and the world, not total destruction 
as some seem to indicate. The psalmist further asserts that ''The 
living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day: the father 
to the children shall make known thy truth.'' V. 19 ''The father ... 

is Hezekiah who would, as intimated earlier, ''make known 
thy truth, ... '' to the children, that is, the children of Israel. This 
new born, and living nation, which God envisioned from the 
beginning, will, like unto Hezekiah, proclaim truth throughout 
the Millennium, for ''The LORD was ready to save me: therefore 
we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of 
our life in the house of the LORD." V. 20 

The remainder of this chapter records the specifics of 
Hezekiah's healing, and verse 21 loudly preaches redemption. 
''For Isaiah had said, Let them take a lump of figs, and lay it for 
a plaister (to soften by rubbing or pressure; hence (medicinally) 
to apply as an emollient) upon the boil, and he shall recover." 
The word ''lump'' means ''to press together; a cake of pressed 
figs." It bespeaks Christ who was intensively ''pressed," or 
bruised for us, even as we read in Isa. 53 :5, '' ... he was bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed.'' We know there was no merit in 
the figs, but faith in the work of redemption at Calvary provided 
glorious healing for Hezekiah and will do the same for us today. 
Israel shall likewise be healed because of this same glorious W(?rk 
of redemption. Verse 22, the closing verse of this chapter, is a 
reference to the narrative described in II Kings 20, to which we 
alluded earlier. ''Hezekiah also had said, What is the sign that I 
shall go up to the house of the LORD?'' God offered such a sign 
to Hezekiah who requested that the sun should go backward by 
ten degrees and according to II Kings 20: 11 '' ... he brought the 
shadow ten degrees backward, by which it had gone down in the 
dial of Ahaz. '' This is undoubtedly just a small demonstration of 
the miraculous power which God will unleash when he delivers 
His People during those dark days of tribulation. 



''At that time Merodachbaladan, the son of Baladan, king 
of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah: for he had 
heard that he had been sick, and was recovered.'' V. 1 

The saga of King Hezekiah continues. The actual time 
of events, recorded here, occurs well before Nebuchadnezzar 
would come to power as the ruler of the first Gentile World Power 
known as The Babylonish Empire. Multiple events, however, 
have already begun to bring that to pass. The assault by Assyria 
has been averted, but Hezekiah was very much aware of what 
had already happened to the ten tribes of Israel, which had been 
taken captive by the same nation about 8 years earlier. Scripture 
also predicted, and history has confirmed, that Babylon rather that 
Assyria, would become the dominant force, and that Judah would 
be taken captive by this same Babylon. Hezekiah's sickness 
and recovery, is typical of Israel's purification in the fires of the 
tribulation followed by her complete restoration. 

This chapter forms a beautiful correlation with Malachi, 
the last book of the Old Testament. Both accounts predict 
judgment followed by the golden promise of blessing. Isaiah 
prophesies in verse 6: ''Behold, the days come, that all that is in 
thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store until 
this day, shall be carried to Baby Ion: nothing shall be left, saith the 
LORD." This is a direct prophecy of the 70 year captivity which 
Israel will endure, but Hezekiah, as noted in the previous chapter, 
is a beautiful type of her complete recovery in the last days. His 
personal ''remaining days'' were spent in '' ... peace and truth ... " 
(V.8) just as the final chapter in Israel's life will be unprecedented 
blessing after the tribulation period is over. 

Malachi follows this exact same glorious pattern. ''For, 
behold, the day cometh, that shall bum as an oven; and all the 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day 
that cometh shall bum them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it 
shall leave them neither root nor branch." Mal. 4: 1 These words 
are prophetic of the'' ... proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, ... " that 
is, the nations who will be destroyed because of their maltreatment 
of Israel. Devastation will be complete for God's fire '' ... shall 
leave them neither root nor branch.'' The next verse, however is 
a special reference to the remnant of that day. ''But unto you that 
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fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing 
in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the 
stall. And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes 
under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the 
LORD of hosts." Mal. 4:2-3 Israel, though only a small remnant, 
will be a nation '' ... that fear my name ... '' after they accept Christ 
as their Messiah, '' ... the Sun of righteousness ... '' and then shall 
they go forth as a nation, '' ... to tread down the wicked: ... '' This 
beautiful story is told a number of times in scripture. The nations 
have punished Israel unmercifully, but God will use those who 
have been so oppressed, as an instrument to punish the same 
ungodly aggressors, that afflicted them, and God asserts in His 
Own authoritative way, '' ... that I shall do this, saith the LORD 
of hosts.'' 

''And Hezekiah was glad of them, and shewed them the 
house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the 
spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house of his armour, 
and all that was found in his treasures: there was nothing in his 
house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not." 
V. 2 This was a major error on Hezikiah's part. II Kings 24 
also reveals that he showed them all the glorious treasures of the 
temple, the same treasure which would later be carried away 
by Nebuchadnezzar. Hezekiah would have been better served 
had he just testified of God's miraculous healing power, for 
the consequences indeed proved to be great. His actions here, 
however, are very instructive, teaching us that it is often after great 
victories wherein we are the most vulnerable. Isaiah likewise 
reproved hin1 for this error. ''Then came Isaiah the prophet unto 
king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these men? and 
from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are 
come from a far country unto me, even from Baby Ion. Then said 
he, What have they seen in thine house? And Hezekiah answered, 
All that is in mine house have they seen: there is nothing among 
my treasures that I have not shewed them. Then said Isaiah to 
Hezekiah, Ht::ar the word of the LORD of hosts: Behold, the days 
come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers 
have laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to Babylon: 
nothing shall lJe left, saith the LORD. And of thy sons that shall 
issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and 
they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon." V. 3-7 



'' ... that which thy fathers have laid up in store until this day, ... '' 
is a reference to all the treasures in the house of the Lord, which 
had been preserved throughout Israel's history. It is also very 
likely that Daniel, and the three Hebrew children,'' ... Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah: ... '' were the fulfillment of this prophecy 
for they were of the ''royal line,'' or '' ... children of Israel, and of 
the king's seed, and of the princes; ... " and were made eunuchs." 
Dan. 1 :3,7 

''Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is the word of the 
LORD which thou hast spoken. He said moreover, For there shall 
be peace and truth in my days.'' V. 8 Thus ends this chapter, with 
glorious victory for Hezekiah but dark days ahead for Judah. The 
ten tribes of Israel had already taken captive by Assyria around 
740 B.C. Judah would follow about 66 years later in 606 B.C. 
when Nebuchadnezzar fulfilled the specific prophecies of this 
chapter. 

Caught Up 
Caught up! Caught up! No wing required; 

Caught up to Him, by love inspired, 
To meet Him in the air. 

Spuming the earth with upward bound 
Nor casting a single glance around, 

Nor listing a s'ingle earth born sound, 
Caught up in the radiant air. 

Caught up with rapture and surprise, 
Caught up - our fond affections rise, 

Our coming Lord to meet. 
Hearing the trumpet's glorious sound, 

Soaring to join the rising crowd, 
Gazing beyond the parted cloud 

Beneath His pierced feet. 

Oh blessed, Oh thrice-blessed word, 
To be forever with the Lord. 

In heavenly beauty fair! 
Up! Up! We long to hear the cry; 

Up! Up! The absent Lord draws nigh. 
Yes, in the twinkling of an eye, 

Caught up in the radiant air. 
Selected 

235 


	Introduction
	Chapter 1 - Genesis
	Chapter 2 - Exodus
	Chapter 3 - Leviticus
	Chapter 4 - Numbers
	Chapter 5 - Deuteronomy
	Chapter 6 - Joshua
	Chapter 7 - Judges
	Chapter 8 - Ruth
	Chapter 9 - I Samuel
	Chapter 10 - II Samuel
	Chapter 11 - I Kings
	Chapter 12 - II Kings
	Chapter 13 - I Chronicles
	Chapter 14 - II Chronicles
	Chapter 15 - Ezra
	Chapter 16 - Nehemiah
	Chapter 17 - Esther
	Chapter 18 - Job
	Chapter 19 - Psalms
	Chapter 20 - Proverbs
	Chapter 21 - Ecclesiastes
	Chapter 22 - Song Of Solomon
	Chapter 23 - Isaiah
	Chapter 24 - Jeremiah
	Chapter 25 - Lamentations
	Chapter 26 - Ezekiel
	Chapter 27 - Daniel
	Chapter 28 - Hosea
	Chapter 29 - Joel
	Chapter 30 - Amos
	Chapter 31 - Obadiah
	Chapter 32 - Jonah
	Chapter 33 - Micah
	Chapter 34 - Nahum
	Chapter 35 - Habakkuk
	Chapter 36 - Zephaniah
	Chapter 37 - Haggai
	Chapter 38 - Zechariah
	Chapter 39 - Malachi



